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Expressions  of  Gratitude 

and  the  importance  and 
necessity  for  the 

CONSERVATION 

AND  TRAINING 

OF  YOUTH 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


Art  h\i  Dale  Kilbourn 


As  the  years  come  and  go,  I  experience  an  ever- 
increasing  wonderment  for  life  itself  and  a  deep 
sense  of  appreciation  for  the  opportunities  and  bless- 
ings it  affords. 

Six  Guardians  of  My  Youth 

First,  I  am  grateful  for  the  wise  and  careful 
guardianship  and  training  of  noble  parents — guard- 
ianship and  training — two  quahties  of  parenthood 
wisely  and  discreetly  applied  during  the  extremely 
active,  somewhat  reckless  days  of  youth — a  guard- 
ianship which  kept  me  from  turning  to  paths  that 
would  have  opened  to  an  entirely  different  kind  of 
life!  Every  year  increases  my  appreciation  and  love 
for  an  ever  watchful,  precious  mother,  and  a  noble 
father. 

Second,  I  am  grateful  for  nine  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, four  of  whom  still  survive,  who  made  up  a  home 
environment — now  a  cherished  memory — which,  as 
an  influence  in  character  building,  was  second  only 
to  the  ever  kind  and  discreet  parental  family  guid- 
ance. 

Third,  I  am  grateful  for  the  sacrifices  made  to 
permit  us  children  to  enter  the  field  of  education. 

Through  that  opportunity  I  met  my  life's  com- 
panion, who  has  ever  been  an  inspiration,  the  moth- 
er and  wise  guardian  of  our  seven  children  and  the 
heart  and  center  of  a  second  lovely  home. 

Fourth,  I  am  grateful  for  my  many  friends.    He 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  December  18,  "Looking  Toward  the 
Future";  for  Course  18,  lessons  of  November  13  and  27,  "Trust"  and 
"Steadfastness";  for  Course  24,  lesson  of  November  13,  "A  Good 
Home  for  Youth";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  December  4,  "Practical 
Religion — Home  and  Marriage";  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  January  1, 
"Eternal  Progression";  for  Course  25,  lessons  of  January  29  to 
February  12,  "Make  Home  Your  Heaven"  and  "Family  Morals"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  43  and  44;  and  of  general 
interest.) 


is  truly  blessed  who  has  experienced  the  peace  and 
richness  of  soul  that  springs  from  true  and  loyal 
friendship.  I  love  my  friends  and  true  associates  as 
one  of  the  most  priceless  possessions  of  life. 

Fifth,  I  am  grateful  for  citizenship  in  this  great 
land  where  the  constitution  guarantees  freedom.  I 
denounce  any  ideology,  any  attempt  of  man  to 
change  the  fundamental  principles  of  this  great 
American  republic. 

Sixth,  I  am  grateful  most  of  all  for  the  Gospel, 
the  true  philosophy  of  a  happy  hfe,  which  sanctifies 
and  makes  operative  all  other  blessings. 

Our  Dearest  Possessions 

We  hear  much  about  the  necessity  of  conserva- 
tion. We  have  been  admonished  to  conserve  our 
resources.  Economy  and  thrift  are  fundamentals  in 
the  social  organization  and  in  the  teachings  of  this 
Church.  Conservation  and  care  are  in  keeping  with 
the  example  which  Jesus  gave  His  disciples.  You  re- 
member on  one  occasion  He  fed  the  multitude,  after 
which  He  said,  ".  .  .  Gather  up  the  fragments  that 
remain,  that  nothing  be  lost."  (John  6:12.) 

Conservation  of  material  things  is  most  com- 
mendable and  pleasing  to  God,  but  the  greatest 
conservation  mankind  can  engage  in  is  the  conser- 
vation of  youth,  the  conservation  of  manhood  and 
the  protection  of  womanhood;  and  I  appeal  to  the 
Latter-day  Saints  to  give  more  thought  to  the  pro- 
tection, to  the  consideration,  of  the  dearest  posses- 
sion you  have — your  sons  and  daughters. 

The  day  after  Christ  gave  the  lesson  of  economy 
in  taking  care  of  things  of  the  earth.  He  said  to 
(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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CONSERVATrON  AND  TRAINING  OF  YOUTH  (Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


some  of  the  same  multitude  who  gathered  around 
Him  in  Capernaum: 

...  Ye  seek  me,  not  because  ye  saw  the  miracles, 
hut  because  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves,  and  were  filled. 

Labour  not  for  the  meat  which  perisheth,  but  for 
that  meat  which  endureth  unto  everlasting  life,  which 
the  Son  of  man  shall  give  unto  you.  .  .  .  (John 
6:26-27.) 

And  they  said,  in  •  substance,  "What  is  that. 
Master?  Where  shall  we  get  this?" 

And  He  said,  '\  .  .  This  is  the  work  of  God, 
that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  sent."  (John 
6:28-29.) 

Faith  in  Christ  is  one  of  the  principles  we  should 
teach  our  boys  and  girls.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
through  revelation,  received  the  admonition,  and  he 
has  given  it  to  the  world;  and  it  is  now  a  standing 
law  in  the  Church  that  it  is  the  duty  of  fathers  and 
mothers  to  teach  to  their  children  the  principles 
of  life  and  salvation  based  upon  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  First  Institution  Ordained  by  God 

I  praise  God  for  the  instructions  He  has  given 
His  people  concerning  the  sacredness,  sanctity,  and 
permanence  of  the  family  relationship.  Let  us  im- 
press these  instructions  upon  our  children.  First, 
let  us  teach  them  that  the  proper  place  to  begin  the 
family  relationship  is  in  the  House  of  God,  kneeling 
at  His  sacred  altar  worthily.  This  means  that  the 
young  man  is  just  as  pure  and  sweet  in  his  life, 
and  that  he  has  been  during  his  teens  and  early 
manhood,  as  she  whose  hand  he  holds  in  his,  and 
who  gives  to  him  a  life  of  purity  and  virtue,  worthy 
of  motherhood,  worthy  of  one  who  in  the  holy  office 
of  motherhood  joins  with  the  Creator  in  bringing  to 
the  earth  eternal  souls. 

We  are  not  conserving  that  which  will  perish  in 
time  when  we  protect  and  guide  eternal  spirits.  The 
little  babe  comes  to  the  home  as  an  eternal  part 
of  it,  when  the  father  and  mother  phght  each  other's 
troth  for  time  and  all  eternity.  Let  us  teach  the 
youth,  then,  that  the  marriage  relationship  is  one  of 
the  most  sacred  obligations  known  to  man  or  that 
man  can  make.  Teach  them  that  the  family  is  the 
first  institution  ordained  of  God  and  instituted 
among  men.  If  every  couple  sensed  the  sacredness 
of  this  obligation,  there  would  be  fewer  homes  bro- 
ken up  by  disagreements  that  lead  to  divorces. 

The  safety,  the  perpetuity  of  our  government, 
or  of  any  republican  form  of  government,  depends 
upon  the  safety  and  permanency  of  the  home.  Here- 
in we  get  a  glimpse  of  a  great  truth  in  which  this 


people  may  be  the  saviors,  in  a  way,  of  this  great 
nation.  Home  is  the  place  where  the  perpetuation 
of  the  principles  of  liberty,  as  well  as  instructions 
in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  should  be  given  to 
children.  When  the  home  breaks  up,  the  children 
begin  to  wander  off  into  sin.  Then  the  law  must 
reach  out  to  bring  them  back  and  try  to  teach  them 
principles  of  service  and  of  true  government;  but, 
oh,  how  helpless  the  state  when  the  home  has  failed! 

Between  the  Hours  of  Sunset  and  Retiring 

The  inspiration  of  God  is  seen  in  requiring  the 
Latter-day  Saints  to  keep  their  homes  intact  and 
to  teach  their  children  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  I  do  not  mean  by  that  that  we  should 
make  such  teaching  purely  formal.  I  mean  that 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  should  radiate  in  every 
home,  that  prayer  night  and  morning  should  be 
offered  up  in  sincerity;  that  the  children  daily  should 
realize  that  we  desire  in  our  home  the  presence  of 
God.  If  we  can  invite  the  Saviour  there,  we  may 
know  that  the  angels  will  be  not  only  willing  but 
also  eager  to  protect  our  boys  and  girls. 

I  believe  that  in  most  homes  boys  and  girls  are 
taught  to  pray  before  retiring  for  the  night.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  too  generally,  the  morning 
prayers  are  neglected.  When  we  come  to  think  of  it, 
though,  it  is  during  the  waking  hours  that  our  boys 
and  girls  need  the  protection  of  God,  and  the  guid- 
ance of  His  Holy  Spirit,  more  even  than  when  they 
are  asleep.  The  dangers  surrounding  them  today  are 
the  dangers  that  come  to  them  out  in  society,  out 
in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  when  they  are  away 
from  parental  influence.  I  plead  with  you  parents 
of  the  Church  to  know  where  your  boys  and  girls 
are  at  night,  between  the  hour  of  sunset  and  the 
hour  of  retiring.  I  plead  with  you  to  know  where 
they  are  during  the  day.  Keep  your  minds  upon 
them.  Let  your  thoughts  go  with  them.  Labor  not 
so  much  for  that  which  will  perish,  but  for  that 
which  endures  eternally,  for  the  lives  which  God 
has  given  you  to  protect  in  this  world,  that  the  sin 
of  their  failing,  the  sin  of  their  degradation  may 
not  rest  upon  your  shoulders. 

Live  To  Get  Your  Children's  Love 

Homes  are  made  permanent  through  love.  Oh, 
then,  let  love  abound!  //  you  feel  that  you  have 
not  the  love  of  your  children,  live  to  get  it.  Though 
you  neglect  some  of  the  cattle,  though  you  fall  short 
in  some  material  matters,  study  and  work  and  pray 
to  hold  your  children's  love. 

Loyalty  is  another  element  of  the  permanent 
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home.  The  loyalty  you  afterwards  want  them  to 
show  to  the  priesthood  of  God  should  be  manifest 
in  the  home — love,  loyalty,  virtue.  Cherish  these 
principles  as  you  cherish  and  treasure  your  life. 

Set  children  the  proper  example.  Latter-day 
Saints,  keep  the  commandments  of  God.  Teach  your 
children  the  commandments.  The  auxiliary  associa- 
tions are  doing  much  to  help  us.  The  Church  in  all 
its  organizations  is  putting  forth  an  effort  to  make 
ideal  men  in  ideal  communities;  but,  after  all,  the 
responsibility  of  making  those  ideal  men  and  wom- 
en, those  ideal  boys  and  girls,  rests  with  the  parents, 
and  next  with  the  older  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
responsibility  is  with  the  family,  God*s  unit  in  the 


social  fabric  of  humanity.   We  shall  never  get  away 
from  it. 

God  help  us  to  conserve  the  powers  of  our  boys 
and  girls.  God  help  us  to  implant  in  their  hearts 
the  principles  of  life  and  salvation.  May  they  have 
an  undying  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ — for  it  is  true.  The  principles  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  are  the  principles  of  eternal 
life.  God  help  us  to  instill  this  into  the  hearts  of 
the  young  and  keep  them  free  and  unspotted  from 
association  with  those  who  would  deprive  them  of 
the  ideals  of  purity! 

Library  File  Reference:  FAMILY  LIFE. 
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THE  ONLY 
TRUE  GOD 

by  David  H.  Yarn,  Jr. "^^ 


In  John's  Gospel  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  reported  to  have  declared 
in  His  prayer  to  the  Father: 

And  this  is  life  eternal,  that 
they  might  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
thou  hast  sent.  (John  17:3.) 


The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said: 

.  .  .  It  is  the  first  principle  of  the  gospel  to  know 
for  a  certainty  the  character  of  God,  and  to  know 
that  we  may  converse  with  Him  as  one  man  con- 
verses with  another.  .  .  .' 

The  prophets  seem  to  have  understood  this 
through  the  ages,  even  from  the  days  of  Adam. 
Mankind  generally,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
confused  regarding  God  throughout  most  of  the 
world's  history.  Through  a  complex  of  reasons,  very 
early  in  the  Christian  era  men  abandoned  revela- 
tion as  a  continuous  means  of  receiving  God's  will 
and  of  understanding  that  which  He  had  previously 
revealed.  Although  there  were  others,  reason  was 
the  principal  substitute  for  continuous  revelation. 
The  knowledge  of  God  became  confused,  webs  of 
distortion  were  persistently  spun,  doubts  and  un- 
certainties began  to  arise,  new  mathematical  and 
empirical  "certainties"  began  to  replace  the  former 
religious  "certainties";  and  the  lingering  exponents 
of  traditional  rational  and  empirical  religion  have 
led  men's  minds  to  the  present  morass  and  chaos 
reflected  in  the  various  forms  of  the  "God-is-dead" 
doctrine. 

Although  the  knowledge  of  God  possessed  by  the 
world  was  confused  at  the  time  of  Joseph  Smith's 
first  vision,  those  who  called  themselves  Christians 
did  read  the  scriptures  and  did  devoutly  believe  in 


(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  January  8,  "God,  the  Eternal  Father"; 
for  Course  6,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Joseph  Smith,  the  Great  Latter- 
day  Prophet";  for  Course  7,  lesson  of  January  8,  "Why  Joseph  Smith 
Prayed";  for  Course  11,  lesson  of  January  15,  "Vision  of  Joseph 
Smith";  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  January  29,  "God,  Author  of  Eternal 
Progression";  for  Course  19,  lesson  of  January  29,  "The  Godhead"; 
for  Course  27,  lesson  of  January  8,  "How  Knowledge  Is  Gained"; 
for  Course  29,  lessons  of  January  8  and  15,  "Visit  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son"  and  "Personality  of  Father  and  Son";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  46;  and  of  general  interest.) 

^History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  VI,  page  304. 


God's  existence  and  that  He  was  interested  in  man's 
salvation.  Latter-day  Saints  have  often  observed 
that  many  things  had  to  transpire  in  the  world,  such 
as  the  discovery  of  America,  the  protestant  reforma- 
tion, the  struggle  for  political  and  religious  freedom, 
the  establishment  of  the  United  States  government 
upon  constitutional  principles,  etc.,  as  prerequisites 
to  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel.  But  in  view  of  the 
vast  transformations  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
factors  of  our  western  culture  since  the  restoration 
of  the  Gospel,  including  widespread  sophistication, 
agnosticism,  humanism,  etc.,  it  appears  that  in  order 
for  the  restoration  to  be  accomplished  it  was  not 
only  necessary  that  certain  things  transpire  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  the  restoration,  but  that  the 
restoration  commence  prior  to  the  emergence  and 
development  of  other  factors. 

Section  135  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
written  after  Joseph  Smith's  martyrdom,  declares: 

Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet  and  Seer  of  the  Lord, 
has  done  more,  save  Jesus  only,  for  the  salvation  of 
men  in  this  world,  than  any  other  man  that  ever 
lived  in  it.  .  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  135:3.) 

One  of  the  most  significant  things  he  did,  as  an 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  was  to  clarify 
man's  understanding  of  the  personality  and  nature 
of  God. 

Concerning  the  Father  he  said: 

God  Himself  was  once  as  we  are  now,  and  is  an 


*David  H.  Yarn,  Jr.  is  on  the  faculty  of  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity, where  he  organized  the  College  of  Religion.  He  attended 
Georgia  Tech  and  graduated  from  BYU  (1946),  later  receiving 
master  and  doctorate  degrees  from  Columbia  University  (1950  and 
1958) .  Bishop  Yarn  has  been  counselor  to  a  stake  president,  mem- 
ber of  Sunday  School  and  MIA  general  boards,  and  missionary  in 
Western  States  Mission  (1939-41);  he  is  now  bishop  of  Orem  23rd 
Ward,  Sharon  (Utah)  Stake.  He  married  Marilyn  Stevenson;  they 
have  six  daughters. 
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exalted  man,  and  sits  enthroned  in  yonder  heavens! 
That  is  the  great  secret.  If  the  veil  were  rent  today, 
and  the  great  God  who  holds  this  world  in  its  orbit, 
and  who  upholds  all  worlds  and  all  things  by  His 
power,  was  to  make  Himself  visible — I  say,  if  you 
were  to  see  Him  today,  you  would  see  Him  like  a 
m,an  in  form — like  yourselves  in  all  the  person,  im- 
age, and  very  form  as  a  man;  for  Adam  was  created 
in  the  very  fashion,  image  and  likeness  of  God,  and 
received  instruction  from,  and  walked,  talked  and 
conversed  with  Him,  as  one  man  talks  and  com- 
munes with  another/ 

Regarding  the  members  of  the  Godhead  besides 
the  Father,  the  Prophet  said: 

I  have  always  declared  God  to  be  a  distinct  per- 
sonage, Jesus  Christ  a  separate  and  distinct  person- 
age from  God  the  Father,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  a  distinct  personage  and  a  Spirit:  and  these 
three  constitute  three  distinct  personages  and  three 
Gods.   .   .   / 

Not  only  do  we  find  this  quantitative  statement 
regarding  the  Godhead  confirmed  in  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  but  the  quaUtative  nature  of  its 
members  also  is  described  there  as  follows: 

The  Father  has  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones  as 
tangible  as  man's;  the  Son  also;  but  the  Holy  Ghost 
has  not  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones,  but  is  a  person- 
age of  Spirit.  Were  it  not  so,  the  Holy  Ghost  could 
not  dwell  in  us.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:22.) 

God's  similarity  and  relationship  to  man  is  sig- 
nificantly illustrated  in  one  of  the  revelations  to 
Joseph  Smith  in  which  we  are  told  that  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Adam,  "Man  of  Holiness"  is  God's  name, 
and  that  the  name  of  His  Only  Begotten  is  "Son  of 
Man."   (See  Moses  6:57.) 


The  essential  concept  which  permeates  the  reve- 
lations to  Joseph  Smith  regarding  God  is  that  in 
form  and  fundamental  substance  (matter) ,  God  and 
man  are  similar.  The  Old  Testament  prophets  knew 
this.  Even  the  Genesis  record  reports  that  Adam 
was  made  after  the  image  and  in  the  likeness  of  God 
and  that  Seth,  Adam's  son,  was  "after  his  image" 
and  "in  his  own  likeness." (See  Genesis  1:26-27:  5:1- 
3.)  Too,  both  Jacob  and  Moses  reported  having 
seen  God  face  to  face.  (See  Genesis  32:30;  Exodus 
33:11.)  Furthermore,  the  New  Testament  particu- 
larly witnesses  that  the  Son  had  a  physical  body 
after  the  resurrection;  and  in  one  place  the  Apostle 
Paul  spoke  of  the  Lord  as  being  in  the  brightness  of 
the  Father's  glory  and  the  express  image  of  his 
person.  (See  Hebrews  1:3.) 

In  the  midst  of  the  conflicting  opinions  formu- 
lated by  unaided  reason,  the  simple,  direct,  forth- 
right testimony  of  Joseph  Smith  is  borne  to  the 
world.  Speaking  of  his  having  seen  the  Father  and 
the  Son  he  declared: 

.  .  .  /  saw  two  Personages,  and  they  did  in  real- 
ity speak  to  me  .  .  .  Why  persecute  me  for  telling 
the  truth?  I  have  actually  seen  a  vision;  and  who 
am  I  that  I  can  withstand  God,  or  why  does  the 
world  think  to  make  me  deny  what  I  have  actually 
seen?  For  I  had  seen  a  vision;  I  knew  it,  and  I  knew 
that  God  knew  it.  .  .  .  (Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Joseph 
Smith  2:25.) 

In  this  brief  treatment  we  have  seen  essentially 
only  one  facet  of  Joseph  Smith's  contribution  to  an 
understanding  of  the  nature  of  God,  and  it  not  only 
graphically  clarifies  the  form  but  also  the  numerical 
and  substantial  character  of  the  Godhead. 


mistory  of  the  Church,  Vol.  VI.  page  303. 
mistory  of  the  Church,  Vol.  VI,  page  474. 


Library  File  Reference :  GODHEAD. 
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NEXT  MONTH  INYO 


Lessons  during  the  month  of  December 


A  CAPSULE  GUIDE  FOR  HOME 
TEACHERS  AND  PARENTS   , 
TO  STIMULATE  ATTENDANCE 
AT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL    mmsm: 


COURSE   1 

(age  3) 

Birthdays  are  exciting  for  3-year-olds,  and  the  birth- 
day of  Jesus  is  especially  thrilling  for  them.  The 
years  are  few  since  these  children  dwelt  in  the  pre- 
mortal world  so  they  are  still  hungry  for  Gospel 
truths,  such  as  the  many-sided  story  of  the  first 
Christmas.    December  lessons   teach  these   truths. 


COURSE  2 

(ages  4,  5) 

How  can  children  of  this  age  understand,  develop, 
and  show  love  for  others?  The  Christmas  season  is 
an  ideal  time  for  them  to  learn  to  emulate  the  love 
that  Jesus  and  their  Heavenly  Father  have  for  them. 
All  December  lessons  will  teach  children  ways  to 
love  one  another. 

COURSE  4 

(ages  6,  7) 

Why  are  records  important?  Children  in  this  class 
will  learn  that  records  can  tell  us  many  things:  what 
Heavenly  Father  has  taught  men  on  earth,  what 
Jesus  taught  the  Jews  and  the  Nephites,  what  Jo- 
seph Smith  and  other  latter-day  prophets  have  told 
us  about  Heavenly  Father  and  Jesus.  Class  mem- 
bers will  learn  about  the  origin  of  the  Pearl  of  Great 
Price  and  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

COURSE  6 

(ages  8,  9) 

Even  children  are  filled  with  a  longing  to  develop 
and  improve  themselves,  to  "be  somebody."  Decem- 
ber lessons  in  this  class  will  discuss  the  opportu- 
nities provided  by  the  Church  for  such  self- 
development  and  improvement.  This  theme  will  be 
expanded  by  discussing  the  lives  of  great  leaders 
and  learning  the  specific  attributes  necessary  to  help 
each  individual  develop  and  improve  himself. 

COURSE  8 

(ages  10, 11) 

Contrast  ancient  Israel's  idol  worship  with  the  way 
Latter-day  Saints  worship  the  Saviour.  This  is  the 
message  for  10-  and  11-year-olds  in  December. 
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COURSE   10 

(ages  12, 13) 

After  the  resurrection,  what?  Students  in  this  course 
will  hear  what  happened  as  Christ  completed  His 
earthly  mission  in  the  last  few  days  of  His  time  with 
the  Jews  and  the  Nephites. 

What  of  latter-day  appearances  of  the  Saviour? 
A  Salt  Lake  writer  did  some  extensive  research  and 
compiled  a  list  of  the  times  the  Saviour  has  appeared 
in  this  dispensation.  He  sent  the  manuscript  to  one 
of  the  general  authorities  and  was  told  it  would  be 
better  if  the  article  were  not  printed  because  there 
have  been  many  more  appearances  than  are  recorded. 

COURSE   12 

(ages  14, 15) 

Many  historical  events  fulfilled  ancient  prophecy, 
yet  they  came  so  normally  that  few  of  the  partici- 
pants realized  they  were  doing  the  Lord's  work. 
December  lessons  will  discuss  several  momentous 
events. 

COURSE  14 

(ages  16, 17) 

Ancient  apostles  traveled  to  many  countries  to  teach 
the  Gospel,  just  as  modern  apostles  do.  They  taught 
the  people  in  groups  similar  to  our  stake  or  mission 
conferences.  They  wrote  letters  to  those  they  could 
not  visit.  They  taught  the  same  principles  as  are 
taught  today. 

COURSE  18 

(ages  18-21) 

What  is  the  significance  of  the  "three  degrees  of 
glory"?  What  is  the  admission  fee  for  each?  Is  there 
any  difference  between  life  eternal  and  salvation? 
Why  should  we  bother  to  find  out?  December  les- 
sons will  outline  the  answers. 


COURSE  20 

(adults) 

How  do  family  members  who  are  left  off  a  family 
group  sheet  feel  about  being  left  out?  Are  you  in 
a  position  to  give  them  a  lift?  One  December  lesson 
shows  the  practical  way  to  add  to  or  correct  family 
group  sheets.  Another  lesson  teaches  how  to  pre- 
serve research  notes  in  an  orderly  manner. 

COURSE  24 

(adults) 

Suspension  of  Church  activity  does  not  "happen*' — 
it  is  caused.  Methods  individuals  can  use  to  prevent 
inactivity  are  the  core  of  December  lessons.  These 
methods  can  be  applied  to  making  the  home  com- 
munity a  better  influence  on  young  people,  fostering 
the  maturity  needed  when  young  people  move  away 
from  home  to  work  or  attend  school. 

COURSE  26 

(adults) 

Old  Testament  prophets  are  just  as  real  as  the  ones 
we  see  and  hear  at  general  conference.  Micah  and 
Malachi  are  the  prophets  whose  messages  will  be 
studied  in  December.  It  was  Micah  who  prophesied 
"that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be 
established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains."  {Micah 
4:1.) 

COURSE  28 
(adxilts) 

The  practical  side  of  religion — this  might  sound  like 
a  contradiction  to  the  people  of  the  world,  but  not 
to  Latter-day  Saints.  We  must  be  very  practical  in 
our  day-to-day  activities  to  achieve  a  good  home  and 
marriage,  spirituality,  and  to  recognize  and  under- 
stand the  benevolence  offered  through  the  Church 
organization.  December  lessons  will  help  in  this 
attempt. 
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As  a  Latter-day  Saint,  with  a  testimony  of  God  and 

His  plan  for  my  salvation,  have  I  done  my  planning 

for  eternal  life?  Have  I  attended  my  briefings  on 

God's  plan  for  survival? 

BRIEFINGS 

by  James  Gregory  Andrus* 

A  flight  of  four  F4C  Phantom  Fighter  bombers 
taxied  onto  the  runway.  They  went  through  last- 
minute  engine  checks,  lowered  take-off  flaps,  and 
waited  for  the  tower's  call,  "Cleared  for  takeoff." 
When  it  came,  the  pilot  of  the  lead  plane  pushed 
the  throttles  full  forward  into  after-burner  and 
started  his  roll. 

One  hour  and  forty  minutes  later,  the  flight 
called  the  tower  for  clearance  to  land.  Moments 
later,  the  waiting  crew  chiefs  watched  three  "birds" 
break  from  their  close  formation  into  the  standard 
360 -degree  turn  for  landing.  The  flight  taxied  into 
the  fuel  pits;  engines  were  shut  down,  and  the  pilots 
climbed  out  of  the  aircraft.  The  waiting  crewmen 
began  refueling  their  planes,  preparing  them  for  the 
next  flight.  As  the  pilots  started  toward  the  de- 
briefing tent,  they  were  stopped  by  a  sergeant. 

"Sir,  will  the  lead  plane  be  down  soon?" 

"No,  sergeant.  I'm  sorry.  He  was  hit  and  went 
in.   There  were  no  chutes.    No  one  got  out." 

There  Were  No  Chutes 

That  was  several  months  ago.  Since  then,  other 
crew  chiefs  have  waited  for  other  planes  that  have 
not  come  back.  Other  pilots  have  had  to  say  of  their 
friends,  "No,  there  were  no  chutes.  No  one  got  out." 

At  first  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  it  really  can 
happen;  but  planes  are  lost,  and  friends  are  taken. 
After  a  while,  each  of  us  comes  to  know  that  it  can 
happen,  and  that  it  too  often  does. 

Two  hours  before  a  combat  mission,  the  pilots 
among  us  who  are  scheduled  for  the  strike  meet  for 
extensive  briefings.  First,  a  weather  forecaster  gives 
a  complete  picture  of  cloud  conditions  and  winds 

(For  Course  14,  lesson  of  December  18,  "The  Message  of  the 
Epistles";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Eternal  Life";  for 
Course  24,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Those  Who  Live  Away  from 
Home";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  November  13,  "Resurrection";  for 
Course  13,  lessons  of  January  22  and  February  12,  "Looking  For- 
ward" and  "Knowing  God";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  January  22, 
"Steps  in  Eternity";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  January  15,  "Eternal- 
ism";  and  of  general  interest.) 

♦James  Gregory  Andrus  is  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Air  Force  and  will  attain  the  rank  of  captain  January  1,  1967.  He 
and  his  wife,  the  former  Joan  Morrison,  with  their  three  daughters, 
are  members  of  the  Oak  Hills  3rd  Ward,  East  Sharon  Stake,  Provo, 
Utah,  Brother  Andrus  served  in  the  Central  States  Mission  (1958- 
1960)  and  graduated  from  Brigham  Young  University  with  a  B.A. 
degree  (1962).  He  has  been  recommended  for  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross  and  will  be  home  about  the  middle  of  October  this 
year.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  Roman  Andrus  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board. 


en  route  to  and  from  the  target.  The  target  weather, 
too,  is  discussed,  as  is  the  weather  at  each  possible 
recovery  base.  Next,  the  wing  intelligence  officer 
briefs  the  pilots  on  troop  positions,  target  condi- 
tions, the  type  of  terrain,  elevation,  and  foliage  at 
the  target.  The  enemy  defenses  are  discussed,  as 
are  our  own  search  and  rescue  facilities  for  downed 
pilots.  The  flight  leader  covers  procedures  to  be 
used  in  flight  and  explains  the  tactics  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  target  area.  Finally,  the  pilots  review 
the  pre-planned  emergency  actions  they  will  take  to 
bring  home  damaged  aircraft. 

After  the  briefings,  we  put  on  our  flight  gear. 
The  "G"  suit,  parachute  harness,  radio,  flares,  pis- 
tol, life  vest,  helmet,  and  oxygen  mask  are  all  pro- 
vided to  protect  us  against  any  difficulty.  At  the 
aircraft,  our  crew  chiefs  give  each  of  us  a  run-down 
of  the  condition  of  our  "bird,"  assist  in  a  last  pre- 
flight  inspection  of  the  plane;  then  help  us  strap  in. 


Art  by  Ron  Wilkinson. 
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Four  Seconds  To  Prepare  To  Meet  God 

We  are  ready  to  fly.  Every  precaution  has  been 
taken  to  insure  our  safe  return.  Every  foreseeable 
danger  and  difficulty  has  been  provided  for.  Every 
preparation  has  been  made  that  we  might  live.  And 
should  we  die?  After  the  planning,  briefings,  and 
study;  after  the  preparations  for  survival  have  been 
made;  if  they  have  been  for  nothing,  what  then? 
What  plans,  what  briefings,  what  study,  and  what 
preparations  have  been  made  to  die?  Are  we  ready 
for  that,  too? 

A  jet  fighter  making  a  bomb  run  is  traveUng 
more  than  500  miles  per  hour.  That  is  almost 
800  feet  each  second.  If  our  plane  is  hit  3000 
feet  above  the  target,  as  we  begin  our  pull  out,  and 
suddenly  we  cannot  recover  from  our  dive,  we  have 
less  than  four  seconds  to  live.  We  are  too  low  to 
eject  and  survive.  What  can  we  do  to  prepare  to 
die?  And  if  we  had  more  than  four  seconds  to  pre- 
pare— if  perhaps  we  had  known  when  we  took  off 
an  hour  ago — what  preparations  could  we  have 
made?  Is  four  seconds  enough  time  to  get  ready 
to  meet  God?    Is  an  hour? 

After  I  Die  Will  I  Live  Again? 

On  a  Sunday  evening,  several  weeks  ago,  a  group 
of  pilots  were  enjoying  the  night  breeze  outside 
the  squadron  barracks.  Several  of  the  fellows  had 
just  returned  from  various  church  services.  It  was 
natural  to  fall  into  a  discussion  of  God,  war,  death, 
and  Hfe  hereafter.  Soon,  everyone  was  asking  ques- 
tions and  offering  explanations.  Then  one  young 
man,  a  pilot  who  had  twice  ejected  from  disabled 
aircraft  into  Viet  Cong-held  territory  and  later  spent 
weeks  in  the  hospital  tent  with  a  broken  jaw  and 
an  injured  back;  a  young  man  homesick  for  his  wife 
and  a  new  baby  he  had  never  seen,  stated:  "I  would 
give  all  I  have  if  I  could  know  that  there  really  is  a 
God;  that  He  does  live,  and  that  after  we  die,  we 
will  live  again." 

There  were  many  others  in  that  group  who 
wanted  to  know  the  same  things.  When  an  indi- 
vidual has  faced  death  and  knows  that  he  will  face 
it  again  soon,  what  greater  reassurance  and  comfort 
could  there  be  than  to  know  that  he  will  live  again? 

As  a  Latter-day  Saint,  I  know  that  God,  our 
Father,  does  live,  and  that  He  has  planned  for  my 
salvation.  I  learned  it  from  my  parents.  I  learned 
it  from  my  teachers  in  Sunday  School  and  Primary. 
I  learned  it  through  my  own  studies  of  the  scrip- 
tures. I  learned  it  as  a  missionary  teaching  it  to 
others.  I  know  that  it  is  true  because  I  have  prayed 
to  my  Father  in  heaven  and  asked  if  it  is  so,  and 
He  has  answered,  "Yes." 


If  mine  is  the  next  plane  that  is  lost;  if  I  am 
the  next  who  does  not  come  home,  what  difference 
will  this  knowledge  have  made  to  me  then?  As  a 
Latter-day  Saint,  with  a  testimony  of  God  and  His 
plan  for  my  salvation,  have  I  done  my  planning 
for  eternal  life?  Have  I  attended  my  briefings  on 
God's  plan  of  survival?  Have  I  completed  my 
studies  of  His  word?  Have  I  practiced  proper  pro- 
cedures in  my  daily  activities?  Have  I  completed 
my  preparations  for  returning  to  my  Father?  Have 
I  made  the  best  use  of  the  short  time  I  might  have 
in  this  life?  Certainly  no  one  ever  feels  ready  to 
die,  but  how  much  easier  it  is  to  live  and  enjoy  hfe 
when  we  have  a  knowledge  of  what  is  to  come. 

When  I  Knew  Death! 

On  one  mission  our  target  was  a  group  of  storage 
sheds  located  high  in  the  jungle-covered  mountains, 
north  of  Vietnam's  central  plateau.  To  destroy  the 
ammunitions  and  supply  sheds  hidden  in  a  side 
gully  between  two  steep  ridges,  we  were  forced  to 
make  very  low  passes  on  the  target.  Popping  over 
the  first  ridge,  we  dived  into  the  canyon  beyond. 
Kicking  the  rudder  hard  over  to  Hne  up  the  target, 
we  fired  a  short  burst  from  our  cannons  and  then 
pulled  back  hard  on  the  stick  to  avoid  the  next 
ridge,  now  looming  high  above  us. 

On  the  first  and  second  run  we  fired  too  soon, 
and  our  incendiary  bullets  fell  short  of  the  target. 
On  the  third  pass,  determined  to  hit  the  target,  we 
pressed  in  too  close.  As  we  fired,  then  pulled  back 
hard  on  the  stick,  with  both  engines  giving  full 
power,  we  saw  the  ridge  hanging  over  us.  At  that 
moment  I  knew  that,  hke  so  many  of  my  friends,  I 
was  not  going  home.  There  was  no  doubt,  no  ques- 
tion in  my  mind.  My  eyes  declared  me  dead.  The 
jungle-covered  ridge  rushed  to  meet  us.  Then,  sud- 
denly, we  were  over  the  ridge  and  high  above  it! 

What  was  it  like?  that  moment  when  all  hope 
was  gone,  and  death  seemed  certain?  Looking  back, 
I  find  that  the  wonder  and  the  joy  I  suddenly  ex- 
perienced came  not  when  our  "bird"  flew  clear  and 
carried  us  over  the  ridge.  It  came  instead  in  that 
moment  which  I  imagined  to  be  my  last  on  earth. 
When  I  knew  death,  I  also  knew  that  God  lived, 
that  life  was  eternal,  and  that,  even  flying  into 
that  ridge,  I  would  have  gone  home.  And  I  was  not 
afraid. 
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I  NEVER  saw  a  place  where  a  man  could  grow 
strong  quicker  or  go  astray  faster  than  in  Viet- 
nam. It's  a  testing  ground.  We're  not  interested  in 
seeing  men  fail  the  test,  only  in  passing  it  with 
flying  colors. 

Yet  I'm  sure  there  are  hundreds  of  LDS  boys 
here  that  we  have  never  met.  We're  concerned  be- 
cause we  might  lose  them;  the  temptations  are  great, 
and  one  needs  the  Church  every  day  to  help  him 
get  through  it.  I  need  the  Church  and  the  men 
around  me  need  it,  so  I  know  the  others  do,  too. 

Recently,  President  Allen  C.  Rozsa  and  I,  of 
the  zone  presidency,  with  President  Eugene  Porter 
and  Omar  Green,  of  the  Southern  District  presi- 
dency, flew  to  Vung  Tau  to  visit  the  LDS 
group  there.  Vung  Tau  is  a  vacation  spot  in  Viet- 
nam; it's  on  the  beach.  The  beaches  are  of  beautiful 
white  sand.  In  fact,  the  whole  country  is  beautiful 
and  could  be  an  international  resort. 

Only  two  men  showed  up  for  the  meeting;  the 
other  four  known  members  were  on  duty.  A  third, 
a  Korean  LDS  boy,  came  in  after  the  meeting 
started.  Brother  Ream  of  Vung  Tau  conducted.  I 
administered  the  sacrament,  President  Rozsa  led 
the  singing,  and  the  four  of  us  from  Saigon  spoke. 
After  the  meeting  we  gave  Brother  Ream  some  in- 
structions, and  I  left  him  a  copy  of  The  Instructor. 
Our  numbers  were  small,  but  the  spirit  was  great. 
We  make  trips  like  this  several  times  monthly. 

On  a  recent  trip  to  Chu  Chi,  we  of  the  Vietnam 
zone  presidency  visited  the  Saints  in  the  big  25th 
Infantry  Division.  They  have  a  chapel  (compliments 
of  the  125th  Signal  Battahon).  It  is  a  tent  with 
screened  sides. 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  December  18,  "What  It  Means  To  Be  A, 
Latter-day  Saint";  for  Course  10,  lesson  of  December  18,  "Looking' 
Toward  the  Future";  for  Course  18,  lessons  of  November  18  and  27, 
"Trust"  and  "Steadfastness";  for  Course  24,  lesson  of  December  11, 
"Those  Who  Live  Away  from  Home";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  De- 
cember 11,  "Practical  Religion — Spirituality";  for  Course  5,  lesson  of 
February  5,  "We  Are  Baptized  by  Immersion";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  43;  and  of  general  interest.) 


The  men  who  came  for  fast  and  testimony  meet- 
ing had  a  good  spirit.  Combat  leads  men  to  spiritual- 
ity and  sometimes  being  separated  from  wives  and 
families  gives  them  a  greater  awareness  of  eternal 
things.  Lt.  Col.  Rast,  LDS  chaplain  with  the  25th 
Division,  introduced  us  to  each  man,  one  being  a 
large  and  powerful  sergeant.  "I'm  glad  to  meet  you," 
he  said,  crushing  my  right  hand.  He  was  First  Sgt. 
Solomon,  and  looked  confident,  competent,  and 
humble,  all  at  the  same  time.  He  was  among  those 
who  were  to  go  out  on  an  operation  the  following 
day.  If  I  were  going  with  them,  I'd  stick  by  Sgt. 
Solomon  until  I  learned  the  ropes. 

The  hearts  of  these  men  were  uncompromising 
as  they  reaffirmed  that  the  Gospel  is  true.  It  was 
a  joy  to  hear  the  words  we've  heard  so  many  times, 
but  now  in  a  different  setting,  and  one  we  would 
not  forget.  Enormous  explosions  interrupted  the 
meeting,  but  our  hosts  did  not  seem  to  notice.  The 
explosions  came  from  our  175  mm  artillery  firing 
intermittent  harassment  and  interdiction  rounds 
at  the  Viet  Cong  from  positions  nearby.  The  25th 
Division  is  completely  surrounded  by  the  Viet  Cong 
and  has  set  up  a  perimeter  defense.  In  other  wars 
we  took  a  dim  view  of  being  surrounded,  but  in  this 
war  of  helicopters  it  is  commonplace.  We  were 
taken  in  and  out  by  helicopter. 

The  Church  is  gaining  a  foothold  in  Vietnam. 
District  missionaries  working  in  Saigon  baptize  an 
average  of  two  or  three  Vietnamese  each  month. 
We  have  big  hopes.  We  know  that  Vietnam  needs 
the  influence  of  the  Church.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  builds  into  men  and  women  the  qualities 
required  for  freedom:  self-denial,  self-disciphne,  self- 
reliance,  courage,  honor,  honesty.  Men  of  these  vir- 
tues do  not  follow  after  that  vision  of  an  overnight 
paradise  which  costs  nothing  and  which  is  displayed 
by  the  deceiver  of  men. 
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Early  this  summer  the  zone  presidency  attended 
a  baptismal  service  at  Da  Nang.  It  was  held  at  the 
beach  in  the  Marble  Mountain  area.  Two  marines 
were  baptized  by  two  other  marines  holding  the 
priesthood.  The  sand  is  clean  and  white  there;  it's 
where  the  men  like  to  swim  when  off  duty.  Five 
men,  four  of  them  in  white  clothing,  waded  into  the 
blue  and  green  water.  They  had  to  go  out  quite  a 
way  to  get  waist  deep.  Those  of  us  on  shore  could 
not  hear,  but  we  said  the  words  to  ourselves  as  we 
saw  the  right  arms  raised.  We  knew  the  Lord  was 
aware  of  us  that  day  as  we  stood  in  a  small  group 
by  the  water  and  confirmed  two  more  members  of 
His  Church. 

Many  problems  await  us  in  Sunday  Schools  in 
Vietnam.  Some  groups  do  not  even  hold  Sunday 
School.  Due  to  lack  of  facilities,  some  meet  only  one 
hour  a  week,  combining  priesthood  and  sacrament 
meetings.  We  think  we  can  overcome  the  obstacles 
that  prevent  us  from  following  the  Church  program 
more  closely.  The  leaders  here  are  determined  to 
try.  We  like  The  Instructor,  and  will  try  to  put  it 
into  full  use. 

Probably  the  message  most  often  given  by  priest- 
hood leaders  here  is  that  Vietnam  is  a  place  to  grow, 
a  place  to  conquer  weaknesses.  We  hear  loud  voices 
saying  it's  okay  nowadays  to  compromise  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  fathers.  This  is  a  clear  signal  to  us 
that  strength  gained  here  will  be  needed  in  future 
battles. 

I  have  a  good  feeling  about  the  men  I  met  that 
day  in  Chu  Chi.  And  it's  the  same  at  other  places 
— An  Khe,  Pleiku,  Da  Nang,  Vung  Tau,  Cam  Ranh. 
I  would  be  proud  to  say,  "I  am  one  of  them!"  And 
in  their  hands,  and  the  hands  of  others  like  them, 
I  would  be  willing  to  trust  the  fate  of  my  country. 

— Robert  J.  Lewis.^ 


A  LETTER   FROM  VIETNAM 

Dear  Brother  Wheelwright: 

I'm  writing  from  a  tent  in  Vietnam  this  evening.  I'm  on 
a  24-hour  duty  as  the  OG  (officer  of  the  Guard)  and  at 
present  it's  early  morning — I  a.m. 

I  received  yesterday  from  my  wife  a  copy  of  the  May 
Instructor.  This  letter  is  in  thanks  for  an  evening  of  wonder- 
ful reading. 

As  I  have  read  each  article  they  have  refreshed  in  my 
mind  the  vitality  of  the  Gospel  and  its  truthfulness. 

The  article  of  President  McKay's  about  women  reminds  me 
of  my  sweetheart  and  wife  at  home.  What  a  blessing  she  is, 
and  how  well  President  McKay  expresses  the  thoughts  of  my 
heart. 

The  article  about  Capt.  Bennion  reminds  me  of  my  re- 
sponsibility here,  the  need  to  meet  the  aggressor  and  help 
freedom-seeking  people  determine  their  own  destiny. 

The  two  articles  about  how  to  make  a  Sunday  service 
meaningful  remind  me  of  the  six  men  and  1  who  meet  together 
here  at  Phu  Loi  and  partake  of  the  sacrament  and  share  each 
others'  testimonies  of  the  Gospel  each  Sunday. 

Also  reminds  me  of  my  'missionary  days  in  Nova  Scotia 
where  one  of  those  "strong  superintendents"  made  Sunday 
School  an   outstanding   event  on  Sunday. 

Each  article  in  turn  has  refreshed  my  mind  and  brought  to 
this  spiritual  void,  that  war  brings,  a  touch  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  and  a  renewed  endeavor  to  live  it  with  all  my  soul. 

I  hope  this  letter  finds  you  and  the  other  brethren  and 
sisters  of  the  staff  happy  and  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel 

Thanks  again— your  efforts  are   certainly  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
If.  A.  David  Allen. 


*Robert  J.  Lewis  is  an  architectural  designer;  formerly  of  Red- 
ding, California,  and  now  employed  as  a  civilian  in  Vietnam.  His 
present  Church  assignment  is  assistan*  to  the  Vietnam  zone  presi- 
dent. Sister  Lewis,  the  former  Carol  Taylor,  and  their  two  children 
are  living  in  Parowan  2nd  Ward,  Parowan  (Utah)  Stake. 
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HOW  GOD 
DIRECTS 

EVENTS  IN 
HISTORY 


How  does  God  govern  in  the  affairs  of  men  and 
nations?  What  means  does  He  use  to  direct  the 
course  of  kingdoms  and  peoples?  What  means  are 
employed  to  regulate  the  events  of  history  so  that 
His  purposes  will  prevail  on  earth? 

That  Deity's  hand  is  over  and  in  all  things — 
thus  regulating  for  His  own  purposes  the  kingdoms 
and  peoples  of  the  earth — is  known  to  thoughtful 
men  everywhere.  One  nation  rises,  another  falls; 
one  people  settles  this  land,  another  inhabits  that; 
migrations  occur;  civilizations  come  and  go;  the  sur- 
face and  arrangement  of  the  earth  itself  is  changed 
— all  as  part  of  the  divine  plan,  all  to  provide  the 
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type  of  probationary  estate  which  the  Lord's  chil- 
dren need. 

Our  purpose  now  is  to  note  some  of  the  means 
used  by  the  Lord  to  govern  events  of  history.  Among 
others  there  are  the  following: 

1.  Prophets  Reveal  God's  Will 

Prophets  speak  as  moved  upon  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Their  voice  is  the  voice  of  God;  they  reveal 
His  mind  and  His  will.  Speaking  of  how  He  makes 
this  known  to  His  prophets,  the  Lord  says: 

.  .  .  I  will  tell  you  in  your  mind  and  in  your 
heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  shall  come  upon 
you  and  which  shall  dwell  in  your  heart.  Now,  be- 
hold, this  is  the  spirit  of  revelation;  behold,  this  is 
the  spirit  by  which  Moses  brought  the  children  of 
Israel  through  the  Red  Sea  on  dry  ground.  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  8:2-3.) 

Ancient  Israel  drove  out  the  inhabitants  of  Pal- 
estine; the  Nephites  and  Jaredites  came  to  America; 
the  Latter-day  Saints  colonized  Western  America — 
all  because  prophets  received  revelation  by  the  pow- 
er of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Moses  received  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments and  a  host  of  other  revelations,  which 
have  formed  the  pattern  for  the  laws  of  many 
nations — all  to  the  end  that  the  Lord's  power  might 
be  manifest  in  historical  events. 

2.  National   Leaders  Aid  the  Lord's  Cause 

To  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  the  Lord  uses  the 
leaders  and  wise  men  of  nations  to  further  His  pur- 
poses. An  Egyptian  Pharaoh  provided  refuge  for  the 
budding  nation  of  Israel.  Inventors  and  scientists 
have  brought  forth  the  devices,  medicines,  and  mar- 
velous achievements  reserved  for  this  day  in  the 
earth's  history.  Selected  wise  men  were  sent  to 
earth  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  American  sys- 
stem  of  freedom.  "I  established  the  Constitution 
of  this  land,  by  the  hands  of  wise  men  whom  I  raised 
up  unto  this  very  purpose,"  the  Lord  says,  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  101:80.)  Implicit  in  this  pro- 
nouncement is  that  fact  that  He  not  only  directed 
these  "wise  men"  in  their  governmental  delibera- 
tions, but  He  sent  the  appointed  spirits  to  earth 
under  those  circumstances  which  would  allow  them 
to  achieve  that  which  was  expected  of  them. 

3.  The  Earth  Itself  Acts  for  Man's  Benefit 

The  Lord  regulates  the  elements  and  all  that  He 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  November  20,  "A  Latter-day  Saint 
Believes  in  Prophecy";  for  Course  12,  lessons  of  November  13  to 
December  18,  "A  Gentile  Crosses  Many  Waters,"  "Conquest  of  Mexi- 
co," "Englishmen  in  Search  of  Freedom,"  "Freedom  Won,"  and 
"Freedom  Guaranteed";  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Mal- 
achi";  for  Course  7,  lesson  of  January  1,  "Prophecies  Are  Fulfilled"; 
for  Course  11,  lesson  of  January  22,  "The  Book  of  Mormon";  for 
Course  13,  lesson  of  January  29,  "God,  Author  of  Eternal  Progres- 
sion"; for  Course  15,  lesson  of  January  22,  "In  the  Valley  of 
Lemuel";  for  Course  19,  lesson  of  January  22,  "The  Authenticity  of 
Joseph  Smith's  Mission";  and  of  general  interest.) 


has  created  so  that  His  purposes  will  prevail  among 
men.  He  created  the  earth  as  a  habitation  for  man. 
He  sent  the  flood  to  alter  the  course  of  history.  A 
famine  forced  Abraham  to  find  a  new  residence, 
and  a  similar  dearth  sent  Jacob  and  his  family  into 
Egypt.  Earthquakes,  fires,  plagues,  and  other  dis- 
asters have  changed  the  destinies  of  nations. 

4.  Man's  Desires  and  Appetites  Are  Used  by  Deity 

Men  from  Europe  desired  religious  and  political 
freedom,  and  as  a  result  the  American  colonies  were 
settled.  Men  from  Spain,  with  an  unquenchable 
thirst  for  gold  and  power,  overran  Mexico  and  parts 
of  South  America,  thus  laying  the  foundation  for 
the  modern  nations  which  have  custody  of  those 
portions  of  the  earth's  surface.  Gold  was  discovered 
in  California,  causing  thousands  of  wealth-seekers 
to  forsake  their  eastern  inheritances  and  cross  a 
continent  of  wilderness,  thus  colonizing  and  open- 
ing up  a  new  land.  Lust  for  power  and  empire  has 
caused  the  armies  of  the  earth  to  go  from  one  end  of 
its  surface  to  the  other,  age  after  age.  All  these  and 
uncounted  similar  things  have  set  the  stage,  in  each 
age  and  dispensation,  for  the  things  the  Lord  wanted 
done  among  men. 

5.  Men  Are  Guided  by  the  Light  of  Christ 

Though  many  ways  and  means  are  used  by  Deity 
to  cause  men  to  do  what  must  be  done  to  further 
His  purposes,  in  the  final  analysis  they  all  tie  into 
the  Light  of  Christ.  This  Light  is  the  agency  of 
God's  power.  It  is  the  Light,  Influence,  or  Spirit 
which  goes  forth  from  His  presence  to  fill  the  im- 
mensity of  space.  It  is  the  power  and  means  He 
uses  to  govern  this  earth  and  all  things  on  it,  as 
also  the  universe  and  all  that  is  therein  involved. 

President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  explains  how 
God  uses  the  Light  of  Christ  to  operate  and  con- 
trol all  things.    He  says: 

It  is  through  this  Spirit  that  the  inspiration 
comes  to  those  who  are  not  members  of  the  Church. 
This  Spirit  has  been  poured  out  and  is  the  active 
agency  by  which  the  great  discoveries  in  these 
modern  times  have  been  accomplished.  It  is  this 
Spirit  which  the  Lord  declares  he  will  withdraw 
from  the  world,  and  which  he  said  to  Noah  would 
not  always  "strive  with  man"  and  not  the  Holy 
Ghost  which  they  never  had.  It  is  this  spirit  which 
led  Columbus  in  his  discoveries.^ 

How  wondrous  it  is  that  the  Lord,  by  one 
means  or  another,  all  tied  into  the  Light  of  Christ, 
governs  in  all  things  according  to  His  purposes! 


1  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Doctrines  of  Salvation,  Vol.  1;  Bookcraft, 
Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  1954;  page  53. 
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THE  JOY  OF 

SERVING 
HUMANITY 


by  Edith  Smith  Elliott' 


The  purpose  of  life  here  on 
earth  is  to  gain  a  testimony 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
to  live  it,  and  to  share  it  with 
others.  George  Albert  Smith 
set  out  early  in  life  to  accom- 
plish these  goals. 

Jesus  said,  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments." 
{John  14:15.)  Love  is  the 
keyword  in  communication 
between  God  and  man.  Presi- 
dent George  Albert  Smith 
truly  loved  his  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, and  it  was  easy  for  him 
to  keep  His  commandments. 
He  disciplined  himself  to  do, 
cheerfully  and  without  hesi- 
tation or  question,  whatever 
was  expected  of  him. 

Love  for  the  Mighty  and  the  Humble 

He  learned  to  pray  at  his  mother's  knee  as  soon 
as  he  was  old  enough  to  talk,  and  ever  after  kept 
in  close  communication  with  his  Heavenly  Father. 
His  faith  never  wavered.  He  always  knew  that  God's 
plan  could  be  carried  out  if  His  children  would  just 
give  the  Lord  a  chance. 

Even  as  a  little  boy  he  was  kind  to  the  elderly, 
the  lonely,  and  the  infirm.  He  sensed  the  needs  of 
his  fellows.  He  was  active  in  all  levels  of  the  priest- 
hood and  was  happiest  when  he  could  be  of  service. 
When  his  father,  President  John  Henry  Smith, 
served  on  a  mission  in  England,  George  Albert,  still 

(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  December  18,  "What  It  Means  To  Be  a 
Latter-day  Saint";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  December  18,  "The  Mes- 
sage of  the  Epistles";  for  Course  24,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Those 
Who  Live  Away  from  Home";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  December  11, 
'Practical  Religion— Spirituality";  for  Course  la,  lesson  of  January 
15,  "Heavenly  Father  Created  All  Children";  for  Course  9,  lesson 
of  January  29,  "A  Leader  Loves  His  Fellowmen";  for  Course  25, 
lesson  of  January  8,  "The  Godhead's  Love  for  Mankind";  to  sup- 
port family  home  evening  lessons  37,  40,  and  45;  and  of  general 
interest.) 


PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 


a  teen-ager,  assumed  many 
adult  responsibilities  around 
the  home  and  found  opportu- 
nities to  help  his  family  and 
neighbors. 

In  later  years  President 
Smith's  wife  remarked  many 
times  that  the  thing  which 
first  attracted  her  to  her  hus- 
band was  his  consideration 
for  others.  It  made  no  differ- 
ence what  an  individual's 
need  was,  he  tried  to  be  help- 
ful. He  made  every  effort  to 
share  the  Gospel  and  often 
stated  that  it  was  equally 
important  to  teach  it  to  the 
high  and  mighty  as  it  was  to 
the  poor  and  humble.  He 
made  true  friends  in  both 
brackets. 


$50,000  Reward  for  Appreciation 

After  enjoying  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposi- 
tion in  Chicago,  President  Smith  asked  who  was 
responsible  for  such  an  entertaining  and  educational 
display.  He  was  told  that  it  was  a  Mr.  Dawes,  a 
brother  of  Charles  G.  Dawes,  at  one  time  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  at  another,  United 
States  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  St.  James  in 
Great  Britain.  President  Smith  had  met  with 
Charles  Dawes  and  his  brother,  Henry,  on  several 
occasions.  He  was  anxious  to  call  on  the  Exposi- 
tion manager  to  express  his  appreciation  for  all  of 
the  thought  and  work  that  had  gone  into  this  great 
production.  When  they  met,  President  Smith  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  manager  was  not  Henry, 
but  Rufus — a  second  brother  of  Charles — one  the 


*  Edith  Smith  Elliott  is  a  daughter  of  President  George  Albert 
Smith  and  was  with  him  when  he  presided  over  the  European  Mission 
(1919-22).  She  earned  a  master's  degree  from  the  University  of  Utah 
and  later  taught  at  the  University  of  Utah.  She  is  married  to  George 
O.  Elliott.  They  have  two  children.  Sister  Elliott  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Relief  Society  general  board  for  25  years. 
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President  had  never  met.  However,  Mr.  Dawes  was 
most  appreciative  of  President  Smith's  courtesy  and 
thoughtfulness.  During  the  brief  visit  President 
Smith  asked,  "Mr.  Dawes,  where  does  your  family 
come  from?" 

Mr.  Dawes  was  surprised.  "Goodness,  are  you 
interested  in  that  sort  of  thing?"  he  asked. 

"Oh,  yes,"  President  Smith  replied.  Then  he 
explained  the  Church  interest  in  genealogy. 

"Well,  I  have  something  I  think  you  would  like 
to  see,"  Mr.  Dawes  said. 

He  left  the  room  and  in  a  few  minutes  returned 
with  a  large  book.  It  was  fresh  from  the  press  and 
contained  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Dawes'  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Gates.  He  said  that  it  had  cost 
him  $25,000  to  have  it  compile'd. 

President  Smith  was  greatly  impressed  and  con- 
gratulated Mr.  Dawes  on  his  splendid  accomplish- 
ment. Mr.  Dawes  inquired,  "Would  you  have  any 
use  for  this  record?" 

President  Smith  answered,  "I  surely  would,  if  I 
had  it." 

"Well,  you  may  have  it.  And  that  isn't  all — I 
am  having  another  book  prepared  costing  another 
$25,000.  It  will  contain  the  Dawes  line.  When  it 
is  ready,  I  will  send  you  that  also." 

President  Smith  was  overwhelmed  and  won- 
dered if  he  had  heard  correctly.  Mr.  Dawes  as- 
sured him  that  he  had.  The  President  thanked  him 
and  after  a  friendly  good-by  left  Mr.  Dawes'  office 
— the  Genealogical  Society  of  the  Church  $50,000 
richer  in  research  material  because  he  had  been 
thoughtful  enough  to  express  appreciation. 

A  Radio  Message  of  Faith  and  Prayer 

On  a  train  between  Salt  Lake  City  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, President  Smith  met  a  gentleman  from  Napa, 
California.  As  usual  the  President  turned  the  con- 
versation to  the  beliefs  of  the  Mormon  Church,  and 
the  two  men  enjoyed  a  pleasant  visit.  After  parting, 
they  corresponded  occasionally.  Some  time  later 
President  Smith  realized  that  he  was  not  hearing 
from  his  friend,  John  Delaney,  so  he  wrote  to  some 
Latter-day  Saints  in  the  area  and  asked  them  to 
find  him.  Word  came  back  that  Mr.  Delaney  was 
hospitalized  following  major  surgery,  and  that  he 
was  unable  to  do  much  of  anything. 

President  Smith  sent  messages  of  cheer  and  en- 
couragement and  suggested  that  if  Mr.  Delaney  had 
a  radio  in  his  room  he  might  enjoy  listening  to  the 
Tabernacle  Choir  broadcast  each  Sunday  morning. 
Mr.  Delaney  was  lifted  in  spirits  by  the  music  of 
the  choir  and  the  "Spoken  Word"  by  Elder  Richard 
L.  Evans.  When  he  had  recovered  enough  to  write, 
he  told  the  President  that  he  was  thrilled  with  the 


quality  of  the  choir's  performance,  and  he  hoped 
sometime  he  could  hear  the  choir  sing  one  of  his 
favorite  selections,  "The  Lord's  Prayer"  by  Malotte. 
To  his  surprise  and  great  pleasure  he  heard  the 
choir  sing  it  the  very  next  Sunday  morning. 

President  Smith  had  called  the  choir  director 
and  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  for  the  choir  to  sing 
the  musical  selection  in  the  next  broadcast,  ex- 
plaining the  joy  it  would  give  a  listener  in  a  Califor- 
nia hospital.  J.  Spencer  Cornwall,  the  conductor, 
replied  that  they  would  be  delighted  to  do  so. 

Imagine  Mr.  Delaney's  delight  when  he  heard 
the  great  Tabernacle  organ  ringing  out  the  intro- 
duction, then  the  choir  joining  in  with  "Our  Father 
which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  ..." 
Mr.  Delaney's  face  was  wet  with  tears  as  he  told 
several  patients  in  his  area  about  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  as  President 
Smith  had  explained  its  teachings  to  him.  Mr.  De- 
laney knew  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  opening  phrase 
of  the  hymn  that  it  was  his  friend.  President  Smith, 
who  had  taken  the  time  to  arrange  for  it. 

A  Phone  Call  from  Jail 

An  incident  in  the  life  of  George  Albert  Smith 
bears  out  this  statement  from  his  creed:  "/  would 
seek  out  the  erring  one  and  try  to  win  him  back  to 
a  righteous  and  a  happy  life." 

A  stake  president  in  a  farming  area  of  a  neigh- 
boring state  consented  to  let  his  18-year-old  son 
go  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  work.  The  father  told 
his  son  about  the  friendly  relations  he  had  had  for 
many  years  with  the  apostle,  George  Albert  Smith. 
He  asked  the  young  man  to  call  on  Brother  Smith, 
give  the  father's  greetings,  and  acquaint  the  apos- 
tle with  the  fact  that  he  would  be  in  town  work- 
ing for  the  summer.  Jack,  the  boy,  didn't  get  around 
to  doing  this.  He  lived  with  a  good  Latter-day 
Saint  family  and  sought  companionship  with  some 
boys  his  own  age.  The  spare  time  that  Jack  had 
after  work  each  day  he  spent  in  the  company  of  his 
new-found  friends.  One  of  the  group  had  an  old 
car,  and  they  rode  around  the  town  in  the  eve- 
nings, taking  turns  at  the  wheel.  One  night  when 
Jack  was  driving,  his  three  pals  told  him  the  car 
needed  gas  and  directed  him  to  stop  in  a  gas  sta- 
tion. One  boy  pulled  a  gun,  forced  the  lone  station 
attendant  into  the  mechanic's  shop,  and  rifled  the 
cash  register.  Then  they  took  miscellaneous  articles 
which  they  hoped  to  sell.  Young  Jack  was  stunned 
and  frightened.  When  the  thieves  ordered  him  to 
drive  off,  he  did  so,  not  knowing  what  else  to  do. 

The  station  attendant  fortunately  had  noted  the 
car  license  number  and  called  the  police.  The  young 
men  were  found  and  arrested.  While  Jack  took  no 
(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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part  in  the  actual  holdup,  he  was  booked  as  an  ac- 
cessory and  jailed  along  with  the  rest.  It  wasn't 
until  the  next  day  that  he  remembered  his  father's 
request  that  he  get  in  touch  with  George  Albert 
Smith.  Jack  asked  one  of  the  policemen  to  phone 
the  apostle,  tell  him  what  had  happened,  and  see  if 
he  could  help. 

Brother  Smith  went  to  the  jail  immediately.  He 
heard  the  boy's  story  and  was  convinced  that  he 
was  guilty  only  of  having  chosen  the  wrong  kind  of 
companions  and  of  being  blind  to  their  questionable 
and  daring  conduct.  Brother  Smith  notified  Jack's 
father,  and  together  they  arranged  for  legal  coun- 
sel. The  apostle  visited  Jack  often  and  encouraged 
him  to  believe  that  all  was  not  lost.  He  told  the 
boy  that  although  he  had  been  very  fooHsh  in  his 
choice  of  city  companions,  this  experience  could 
prove  a  valuable  lesson  in  evaluating  his  associates 
in  the  future. 

When  the  trial  took  place,  and  all  the  facts  were 
considered,  Jack's  case  was  dismissed.  He  returned 
home  with  his  father,  a  regretful  but  wiser  indi- 
vidual. He  could  see  how  quickly  and  subtly  Satan 
had  worked.  He  determined  to  follow  Brother 
Smith's  plea,  "Keep  on  the  Lord's  side  of  the  line." 
Jack  accepted  activity  in  the  Church  and  later  was 
called  to  a  mission.  He  worked  diligently  in  the 
mission  field  and  earned  the  respect  of  his  asso- 
ciates. Ho'  often  said  that  his  life  had  turned  to 
success  and  happiness,  instead  of  failure,  because 
one  of  God's  apostles  cared  enough  to  help  his 
fellowmen. 

A  Treasure  Hunf 

President  Smith  loved  children.  He  felt  that 
their  recent  association  with  their  Heavenly  Father 
in  the  spirit  world  made  them  more  susceptible  to 
further  Gospel  teachings.  Love,  kindness,  patience, 
and  "show-how"  were  his  teaching  skills.  He  states 
in  his  creed.  "I  would  not  seek  to  force  people  to 
live  up  to  my  ideal,  but  rather  love  them  into  doing 
the  thing  that  is  right.'' 

He  was  sure  he  would  get  farther  with  gentle 
persuasion  than  by  punishment  or  scolding.  To  keep 
a  wholesome  communication  between  young  people 
and  adults  he  urged  adults  to  see  situations  from  a 
child's  point  of  view  and  limited  experience.  He 
knew  that  encouragement,  appreciation,  and  praise 
for  good  conduct  would  give  a  child  feelings  of 
confidence  and  accomplishment. 

President  Smith  often  said  that  love  is  the  great- 
est power  for  good.  He  wanted  children  to  feel  his 
love.    And  they  did. 


Usually  once  every  summer  President  Smith 
gave  a  party  and  invited  all  the  children  in  his 
neighborhood.  If  a  few  came  from  other  neighbor- 
borhoods  they  were  welcome.  He  always  expressed 
a  few  words  of  greeting  when  the  group  assembled 
in  his  spacious  garden  and  the  ravine  on  his  prop- 
erty. As  he  welcomed  the  children,  he  acknowl- 
edged appreciation  for  the  kind  things  they  did 
and  encouraged  them  to  be  mindful  of  the  duties 
and  privileges  given  to  them  by  their  loving  Heaven- 
ly Father  to  develop  good  character. 

He  planned  an  amusing  and  instructive  pro- 
gram of  stories,  games,  and  refreshments.  A  treasure 
hunt  was  one  of  the  bright  spots  of  the  party.  Toys, 
books,  and  games  were  hidden  in  the  shrubs,  on  tree 
branches,  among  the  garden  furniture,  and  behind 
rocks.  At  a  given  time,  the  children  were  invited 
to  hunt  for  the  surprises  until  each  had  found  a 
gift.  It  was  difficult  to  determine  who  had  the 
most  fun — President  Smith  or  the  children. 

When  the  festivities  were  ended,  he  saw  to  it 
that  each  child  was  returned  to  his  home  safely. 
The  children  loved  the  occasion.  Years  later,  as 
adults,  they  remembered  the  parties,  and  many  ex- 
pressed gratitude  for  the  lessons  learned. 

The  "Plus"  of  the  Gospel 

President  Smith's  interest  in  the  children  did  not 
end  when  the  party  was  over.  On  his  evening  walks 
before  retiring,  he  stopped  many  times  to  pitch  a 
ball  for  some  boys,  teach  a  group  to  shoot  marbles, 
or  turn  one  end  of  a  jumping  rope  so  that  one  more 
little  girl  could  have  the  joy  of  being  a  jumper. 

President  Smith  often  used  the  expression,  "We 
are  all  our  Father's  children";  and  he  never  lost  a 
chance  to  let  others  know  he,  too,  loved  them,  no 
matter  what  their  station  in  life  or  their  views  on 
religion.  He  used  to  say  to  members  of  other  faiths, 
"Keep  all  the  good  you  have,  and  all  the  virtue 
which  your  church  has  taught  you,  and  then  let  us 
share  with  you  the  "plus"  which  the  Lord  has  re- 
vealed in  this  latter-day — the  fulness  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ." 

He  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  hundreds  of  non- 
Mormons,  in  whom  he  found  many  exemplary  attri- 
butes. He  constantly  "pointed-up"  their  virtues  and 
tactfully  "pointed-out"  some  additional  ones  found 
in  Christ's  teachings  which  would  enrich  their  lives. 
One  section  of  his  personal  creed  by  which  he  lived 
was:  "/  would  teach  the  truth  to  the  understanding 
and  blessing  of  all  mankind" 

(Concluded  on  page  430.) 


428 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


CHURCH  FIRST 

hij  Harold  G.  (Hack)  Miller'' 

The  famous  golfer,  Billy  Casper,  has  won  more 
than  thirty  important  golf  tournaments.  He  has 
made  more  money  at  golf  than  any  other  man  ex- 
cept Arnold  Palmer.  In  June  this  year  he  met  Pal- 
mer in  the  U.  S,  Open,  and  won  in  a  showdown 
match.  Billy  said  he  had  won  because  people  prayed 
for  him. 

The  125  newspaper  men  who  were  there  asked 
him  again  about  the  Church  because  they  knew  he 
had  joined  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  only  recently.  On  January  1,  1966,  Billy 
Casper,  his  wife,  Shirley,  his  daughter,  Linda,  and 
their  son,  Billy,  were  baptized.  Another  son,  Bobby, 
age  6,  has  yet  to  enjoy  this  experience. 

To  the  newspaper  men  Billy  said,  "Yes,  the 
Church  has  given  me  an  inner  strength."  He  also 
acknowledged  that  now  he  prays  about  his  golf  and 
added  that  he  prays  to  play  his  best.  But  he  ad- 
mitted that  for  this  big  tournament,  the  Open,  he 
prayed  to  win  because  he  felt  he  could  use  this  vic- 
tory to  do  missionary  work. 

He  didn't  have  a  chance  according  to  the  press, 
the  fans,  and  the  golfers.  Yet,  he  won.  He  came 
from  seven  strokes  behind  Palmer  to  win.  This  was 
a  miracle  to  Billy.  He  told  the  pressmen  that  he 
had  prayed  with  his  family  early  that  Sunday  morn- 
ing before  the  match,  and  that  during  the  match 
he  offered  a  silent  prayer  as  he  waited  at  one  of  the 
holes  to  make  his  next  shot.  In  addition,  he  had 
attended  priesthood  meeting  before  going  out  to 
play  the  Sunday  game.  He  tied  the  match,  forcing 
the  Open  into  a  play-off  for  Monday.  Sunday  eve- 
ning he  passed  up  dinner  to  speak  at  a  fireside  in 
Petaluma  Ward  (Santa  Rosa  Stake).  Even  with  the 
play-off  game  staring  him  in  the  face,  he  put  his 
Church  obligations  ahead  of  everything  else;  he  ate 
dinner  at  midnight. 

The  next  day  he  gave  the  press  this  information: 

'T  play  golf  on  Sunday  only  when  I  am  in  a 

tournament,"  said  Billy.  "This  is  because  golf  is  my 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  December  18,  "What  It  Means  To  Be  a 
Latter-day  Saint";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Eternal 
Life";  for  Course  28,  lessons  of  December  11  and  18,  "Practical  Re- 
ligion— Spirituality"  and  "Practical  Religion — Benevolence  of  the 
Church";  for  Course  5,  lessons  of  January  1  and  8,  "Faith"  and  "Thy 
Will  Be  Done";  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  January  15,  "We  Continue 
the  Course";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  January  25,  "Make  Home  Your 
Heaven";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  44;  and  of  general 
interest.) 

*Harold  G.  (Hack)  Miller  is  sports  editor  of  the  Deseret  News 
and  a  colonel  in  the  Utah  National  Guard.  He  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Utah  in  1939  with  an  LLB.  degree  and  practiced  law 
until  he  went  into  the  service  in  World  War  II.  He  has  served  as 
one  of  the  presidents  of  his  quorum  of  Seventy  and  also  as  a  mem- 
ber of  his  stake  Sunday  School  bciard.  He  lives  in  HoUaday  16th 
Ward,  Mt.  Olympus  (Utah)  Stake  with  his  wife,  the  former  Barbara 
Cannon,  and  their  four  sons. 


BILLY   CASPER 


Phi)to  Courtesy  Deseret  News. 


livelihood  and  I  have  to  play  then.  I  didn't  get 
much  sleep  before  the  play-off  game  Monday,  but  I 
thought  it  was  better  to  do  my  Church  work  than 
worry  about  eating  and  sleeping.  When  I  went 
against  Arnold  Palmer  the  next  day  I  never  once 
felt  tired  or  worried.  I  didn't  worry  when  Palmer 
went  ahead  by  two  strokes.  I  knew  that  if  it  were 
my  Heavenly  Father's  will  that  I  should  win.  He 
would  help  me.  I  knew  He  had  answered  my  prayers 
before,  and  this  gave  me  an  inner  calm  which  few 
golfers  experience  in  such  tournament  play.  I  stayed 
at  my  regular  game,  and  before  the  match  was  over 
I  was  four  up  on  Palmer  and  won  with  that  wide 
spread." 

Before  a  national  television  audience  after  the 
match,  Billy  said,  "I  want  to  thank  all  the  people 
who  prayed  for  me."  He  didn't  say  pulled,  he  said 
prayed;  and  that  is  what  he  meant. 

During  the  match,  young  Bobby  Casper,  then 
five  years  of  age,  watched  the  play  on  television. 
But  Bobby  could  be  seen  disappearing  into  the  bed- 
room when  the  commercials  came  on.  He  went  to 
the  bedroom  to  kneel  down  and  pray  that  his  dad 
would  win. 

Long  before  Billy  Casper  and  his  wife  and  fam- 
ily accepted  the  Gospel,  they  knew  what  baptism 
meant.  They  had  studied  Mormonism  for  some  time 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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and  they  knew  the  rules  of  the  Church.  So  it  was 
no  great  change  for  them.  Billy  Casper  and  his 
family  knew  that  if  they  asked  the  Lord  for  bless- 
ings they  would  get  them  —  if  they  were  righteous 
in  their  ways. 

Once  in  Palm  Springs  Billy  became  very  ill  from 
eating  tainted  food.  That  night  he  asked  the  elders 
to  administer  to  him  and  bless  him  with  a  quick 
recovery.  They  did.  The  next  day  Billy  shot  a  rec- 
ord 64  in  the  tournament. 

When  I  was  in  Vietnam  with  Billy  this  year, 
from  March  3  to  March  18,  we  prayed  morning  and 
night,  and  sometimes  in  between.  Bill  had  played 
in  the  Philippine  Open  in  Manila  the  preceding 
week.  This  meant  he  could  go  into  the  war  area 
without  much  additional  cost. 

He  had  offered  his  services  to  the  Department 
of  Defense,  and  the  State  Department  and  Secre- 
tary McNamara  approved  his  visit  to  Vietnam.  The 
Armed  Forces  set  up  the  schedule  for  us. 

When  the  troops  learned  that  Billy  Casper  was 
coming,  there  was  a  great  demand  for  him  to  appear 
in  their  units.  He  went  to  many  camps — about  48 
in  the  first  six  days.  He  gave  over  70  cUnics  and  30 
lectures  and  shows,  showing  two  films  of  his  tourna- 
ments that  he  had  with  him.  He  went  to  the  re- 
mote areas  where  female  entertainers  and  large 
groups  could  not  go.  This  meant  he  had  to  be  heli- 
coptered in  and  about.  He  flew  several  missions 
with  low-level  extraction  assignments — supply  runs. 
He  was  on  four  of  the  world's  top  aircraft  carriers. 
He  played  public  golf  clinics  in  Saigon  and  Dalat. 

Never  once  in  Vietnam  did  we  feel  we  were  in 
danger.  We  had  faith  that  we  would  be  protected, 
and  we  were.  In  fact,  when  we  left  the  country  we 
both  felt  that  we  were  leaving  a  friendly  place.   We 


For  his  outstanding  contribution  to  the  entertainment  oj 
troops  in  Vietnam,  Billy  Casper  (left)  is  awarded  a  "Certi- 
ficate of  Appreciation"  by  General  William   Westmoreland. 

visited  with  many  Church  members  there  who  felt 
that  they,  too,  were  being  protected. 

For  Billy  Casper  and  his  family,  living  the  Gos- 
pel has  been  a  new  challenge — an  interesting  one. 
As  Billy  said  recently  to  reporters:  "Living  the 
Church  standards  is  easy  for  me  because  I  believe 
in  them.  Tithing  is  an  easy  thing,  because  it  is  the 
Lord's  money  to  begin  with — and  there  will  be  more 
coming  in  if  I  keep  this  commandment.  Since  I  have 
paid  my  tithing  and  lived  the  laws  of  the  Church, 
I  have  made  more  money  and  had  more  happiness 
than  I  ever  had  before.  And  we  now  have  a  goal  in 
life — to  be  again  with  our  Father  in  heaven  in  the 
celestial  kingdom." 

These  are  words  and  the  heartfelt  convictions  of 
one  of  the  world's  great  sportsmen. 
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THE  JOY  OF  SERVING   HUMANITY    (Concluded  from  page  428.) 


CREED  OF  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 

I  would  be  a  friend  to  the  friendless  and  find  joy 
in  ministering  to  the  needs  of  the  poor, 

I  would  visit  the  sick  and  afflicted  and  inspire 
in  them  a  desire  for  faith  to  be  healed. 

I  would  teach  the  truth  to  the  understanding 
and  blessing  of  all  mankind. 

I  would  seek  out  the  erring  one  and  try  to  win 
him  back  to  a  righteous  and  a  happy  life. 

I  would  not  seek  to  force  people  to  live  up  to 
my  ideals,  but  rather  love  them  into  doing  the  thing 
that  is  right. 

I  would  live  with  the  masses  and  help  to  solve 
their  problems  that  their  earth  life  may  be  happy. 


I  would  avoid  the  publicity  of  high  positions  and 
discourage  the  flattery  of  thoughtless  friends. 

I  would  not  knowingly  wound  the  feelings  of  any, 
not  even  one  who  may  have  wronged  me,  but  would 
seek  to  do  him  good  and  make  him  my  friend. 

I  would  overcome  the  tendency  to  selfishness 
and  jealousy  and  rejoice  in  the  success  of  all  the 
children  of  my  Heavenly  Father. 

I  would  not  be  an  enemy  to  any  living  soul. 

Knowing  that  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  has 
offered  to  the  world  the  only  plan  that  will  fully 
develop  us  and  make  us  really  happy  here  and  here- 
after, I  feel  it  not  only  a  duty  but  a  blessed  privi- 
lege to  disseminate   this   truth. 
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EMOTION, 
PRINCIPLE, 

AND 
THE  SPIRIT 

by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


Twenty-third  in  a  Series  To  Support  the 
Family  Home  Evening  Program 

A  common  mistake  many  of  us  make  is  that  of 
"over-simplification."  At  one  time,  for  example,  it 
was  believed  there  were  only  a  few  chemical  ele- 
ments, such  as  fire,  air,  and  water.  It  is  now  known 
that  there  are  more  than  a  hundred  such  elements. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  reasons  we  sometimes  over-sim- 
phfy  is  that  we  do  not  make  the  effort  to  discover 
all  the  factors  that  contribute  to  the  end  result  in 
a  given  situation.  Failure  to  consider  some  factors, 
however,  means  that  we  often  arrive  at  an  incorrect 
conclusion. 

A  mistake  of  similar  nature  is  the  failure  to  assess 
facts  correctly.  Many  a  person  has  lost  his  life  by 
failing  to  understand  the  dangers  of  exceeding  the 
speed  limit  in  an  automobile,  not  realizing  that  the 
car  which  takes  a  turn  too  fast  will  overturn.  Trag- 
edy is  the  result. 

Let  us  analyze  three  important  elements  in  hu- 
man behavior  which  are  often  over-simplified.  Some- 
times it  is  not  possible  to  say  that  one  factor  is  more 
important  than  others.  For  example,  which  is  more 
important  in  the  survival  of  the  body — the  brain,  the 
heart,  or  the  lungs?  When  two  or  more  factors  are 
necessary  for  a  given  result,  it  is  often  useless  to  try 
to  decide  which  is  most  important. 

(1)  A  middle-aged  mother  said,  "It  is  a  mistake 
for  a  parent  to  try  to  be  a  pal  to  her  children.  They 
don't  have  the  same  interests.  They  are  not  of  the 
same  age.  They  have  not  had  the  same  experiences 
in  life.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  children  to  respect 


(For  Course  14,  lesson  of  December  18,  "The  Message  of  the 
Epistles";  for  Course  24,  lessons  of  November  13  and  20,  "A  Good 
Home  for  Youth"  and  "The  Home  and  Personality  Growth";  for 
Course  28,  lessons  of  December  4  and  11,  "Practical  Religion — Home 
and  Marriage"  and  "Practical  Religion— Spirituality";  for  Course  13, 
lesson  of  January  1,  "Eternal  Progression";  for  Course  25,  lessons 
of  January  29,  February  5  and  19,  "Make  Home  Your  Heaven"  and 
"Family  Government";  for  Course  29,  lesson  of  January  15,  "Per- 
sonality of  the  Father  and  the  Son";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  43  and  44;  and  of  general  interest.) 


their  parents.    Once  you  become  familiar,  this  re- 
spect is  lost." 

(2)  "What  do  you  do  when  your  child  asks  you 
for  a  piece  of  candy?  I  love  my  child  so  much  that 
it  hurts  me  to  deny  him  such  a  request." 

(3)  "I  am  so  emotionally  involved  with  my 
mother  that  I  dread  to  even  think  about  leaving 
home.  I  heard  my  mother  say  one  day  that  maybe 
we  should  keep  a  certain  kind  of  'emotional  dis- 
tance' from  others  so  that  we  will  not  be  hurt  when 
the  close  relationship  with  them  is  ended." 

(4)  "My  father  was  the  one  who  made  all  the 
policy  decisions  in  our  home.  He  told  us  that  was 
his  responsibility,  since  he  held  the  priesthood.  Our 
responsibility  was  to  implement  his  decisions." 

(5)  "Whenever  I  have  difficult  decisions  to  make, 
I  always  like  to  go  to  someone  who  is  in  authority 
and  have  him  tell  me  what  is  the  right  thing  to  do." 

The  Saviour  was  asked  by  a  lawyer: 

Master,  which  is  the  great  commandment  in  the 
law?  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  Heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  unto  it.  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  On  these  two 
commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
{Matthew  22:36-40.) 

If  we  love  others  in  the  sense  taught  by  the 
Saviour,  we  have  respect  for  them.  Our  goal  is  to 
help  our  fellowmen  qualify  for  the  celestial  kingdom. 
We  should  have  that  kind  of  love  and  respect  for 
our  families  and  all  other  human  beings.  The  Lord 
said  to  Thomas  B.   Marsh: 

/  know  thy  heart,  and  have  heard  thy  prayers 
concerning  thy  brethren.  Be  not  partial  towards 
them  in  love  above  many  others,  but  let  thy  love 
be  for  them  as  for  thyself;  and  let  thy  love  abound 
unto  all  men,  and  unto  all  who  love  my  name.  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  112:11.) 

This  is  the  kind  of  relationship,  the  kind  of  feel- 
ing, parents  and  children  should  have  for  each  other. 

If  our  aim  is  to  help  others  qualify  for  the  celes- 
tial kingdom,  we  must  never  forget  the  principles 
upon  which  that  qualification  is  based: 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  be- 
fore the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which  all 
blessings  are  predicated — And  when  we  obtain  any 
blessing  from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law 
upon  which  it  is  predicated.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 130:20-21.) 

On  another  occasion  the  Saviour  indicated: 

Not  everyone  that  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that 
doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
(Matthew  1:21.) 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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These  principles  taught  by  the  Saviour  are  the 
ones  that  we  must  incorporate  into  our  characters 
before  we  can  dwell  in  the  celestial  kingdom.  There- 
fore, a  parent  is  negligent  who  consciously  permits 
his  children  to  violate  important  principles  simply 
because  he  "loves  them  so  much."  When  all  means 
such  as  love,  patience,  kindness,  and  reason  fail, 
there  may  be  reason  to  apply  what  some  have  re- 
ferred to  as  "negative  sanction,"  such  as  reproving 
a  child.    The  scriptures  say: 

For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and 
scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth.  (Hebrews 
12:6.) 

For  all  those  who  will  not  endure  chastening, 
but  deny  me,  cannot  be  sanctified.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  101:5.) 

As  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  indicates,  it  is 
the  responsibility  of  parents  to  teach  their  children 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Gospel.  This  is 
often  best  done  by  example.  But  other  means,  such 
as  discussing  principles  with  the  child,  giving  him 
experiences  which  reveal  the  meaning  of  the  prin- 
ciples, and  praying  with  and  for  him  are  also  desir- 
able methods  of  teaching. 

As  already  indicated,  the  Lord  has  said  that  we 
should  love  all  our  brothers  and  sisters,  not  just 
those  who  are  closely  biologically  related  to  us. 
Everyone  on  the  earth  was  created  by  our  divine 
Father.  Every  child  should  love  his  parents  and 
every  parent  should  love  his  children.  But  we  should 
also  form  wholesome  relationships  with  many  other 
people.  If  we  have  been  properly  married  in  a  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord,  we  are  sealed  to  our  children  for 
time  and  all  eternity.  We  are  also  sealed  to  our 
mates.  If  we  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord,  no 
one  can  sever  that  sealing.  But  as  we  acquire  other 
relationships,  we  extend  our  involvements  in  life  in 
the  right  way.  We  benefit  from  the  gifts  of  every 
Hfe  we  touch;  and  we,  in  turn,  can  share  with  others 
our  own  abilities. 

If  a  father  who  holds  the  priesthood  exercises 
that  priesthood  correctly  in  the  home,  he  does  pre- 
side. His  position  as  father  gives  him  certain  author- 
ity, rights,  responsibilities,  and  privileges.  His  wife 
and  children  should  respect  his  position.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  he  presides  righteously,  he  will  recog- 
nize that  he  and  his  wife  form  a  presidency  in  the 
home.  She  is  his  counselor  in  things  pertaining  to 
the  family.  He  permits  her  to  give  of  her  knowledge, 
her  wisdom,  and  her  experience.  He  encourages  her 
to  grow  spiritually,  intellectually,  and  in  every  other 
legitimate  way: 


Nevertheless  neither  is  the  man  without  the 
woman,  neither  the  woman  without  the  man,  in  the 
Lord.  For  as  the  woman  is  of  the  man,  even  so  is 
the  man  also  by  the  woman;  but  all  things  of  God. 
(I  Corinthians  11:11-12.) 

Similarly,  a  man  wishing  to  help  his  children 
qualify  for  the  celestial  kingdom  will  give  them  op- 
portunities to  grow  by  letting  them  express  their 
opinions.  Sometimes  their  decisions  will  not  be  wise, 
but  on  such  occasions  he  can  point  out  a  better 
course  without  embarrassing  the  children  or  making 
them  feel  inadequate. 

We  often  think  it  would  be  pleasant  to  have 
someone  else  supply  the  answers  to  difficult  prob- 
lems and  decisions,  but  that  would  not  help  us  de- 
velop the  leadership  qualities  necessary  to  live  in 
the  celestial  kingdom.  Our  Heavenly  Father  wants 
His  children  to  come  eventually  to  His  kind  of 
knowledge.  His  kind  of  wisdom,  and  His  kind  of 
understanding: 

.  .  .  Men  should  be  anxiously  engaged  in  a  good 
cause,  and  do  many  things  of  their  own  free  will, 
and  bring  to  pass  much  righteousness.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  58:27.) 

The  Lord  has  indicated  that  if  we  do  our  part 
in  gaining  knowledge  and  wisdom.  He  will  inspire 
us  by  His  Spirit.  He  has  indicated  that  we  should 
study  things  out  in  our  own  minds — 

.  .  .  Then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be  right,  and 
if  it  is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom  shall  burn 
within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that  it  is  right. 
But  if  it  be  not  right  you  shall  have  no  such  feelings. 
.  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:8-9.) 

Thus  we  become  partners  with  our  Heavenly 
Father.  Certainly  we  should  consult  other  indivi- 
duals to  gain  new  insights,  knowledge,  and  under- 
standing; but  we  should  not  ask  others  to  make  our 
decisions  for  us.  The  stewardship  principle  requires 
that  we,  as  our  Father's  children  and  with  His  help, 
assume  the  right  and  responsibility  for  making  the 
final  decisions. 

Thus  we  can  feel  emotionally  close  to  many 
people.  We  can  have  an  understanding  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  eternal  joy,  salvation,  and  exaltation.  In 
all  our  actions  we  try  to  give  clear  demonstration 
of  the  meaning  of  those  principles.  Though  we  feel 
emotionally  close  to  others,  we  never  permit  this 
closeness  to  prevent  us  from  making  clear  the  mean- 
ing of  the  principles.  We  are  a  living  demonstration 
of  integrity.  Finally,  in  all  of  our  actions  we  seek 
to  maximize  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This 
will  lead  us  to  eternal  joy  in  our  Father's  kingdom. 
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Reverence  for  Holy  Places  —  fourth  of  a  series 


TJie  Sea  of 

GALILEE 

BY  LoRiN  F.  Wheelwright 

Galilee  sings  like  music  in  the  soul  and  fills 
one's  heart  with  longing.  When  we  reached  this 
sacred  place  I  felt  immediately  that  I  had  seen  it 
before,  yet  this  was  my  first  visit  to  the  Holy 
Land.  We  had  left  Jerusalem  by  car  and  travelled 
through  valleys,  over  high  plateaus,  and  what 
might  be  described  as  mountains  by  those  living 
near  the  sea.  From  the  highest  of  these,  just  east 
of  Cana,  where  Jesus  once  attended  a  wedding 
feast,  we  reached  a  summit;  and  before  us 
stretched  a  strip  of  blue  water  that  was  the  perfect 
duplicate  of  Bear  Lake  —  that  little  gem  nestled 
in  the  mountains  on  the  border  between  Utah 
and  Idaho.  There  it  was,  a  perfect  twin  of  a  child- 
hood haven  filled  with  memories  of  small  boats, 
a  green  western  bank,  and  a  bleak  eastern  shore- 
line. We  had  driven  100  miles  from  Jerusalem, 
almost  the  same  distance  as  from  Salt  Lake  City 
to  Bear  Lake. 


As  we  descended  from  the  high  pass  into  the 
valley  there  were  apparent  and  vivid  contrasts.  It 
was  December  23,  yet  the  air  was  balmy,  the  foli- 
age a  rich  green,  and  the  humidity  high,  especially 
for  a  region  known  as  a  desert.  Then  I  remem- 
bered that  Galilee  is  700  feet  below  sea  level  and 
almost  tropical  in  its  growth.  At  this  season  Bear 
Lake  is  a  frigid,  snowbound  valley,  bereft  of  its 
summer  tourists.  Galilee  is  an  old  landmark  where 
the  cool,  inviting  waters  beckoned  ancient  cara- 
vans to  stop  and  refresh  while  traversing  the  high- 
ways of  legendary  civilizations.  Just  as  the  similar- 
ities brought  to  mind  startling  memories  of  Bear 
Lake,  so  did  the  differences  kindle  rich  memories 
of  a  Galilee  learned  at  a  mother's  knee,  years  ago, 
a  Galilee  where  the  Master  walked  and  taught 
upon  its  shore. 

As  we  set  forth  next  morning,  heavy  clouds 
hung  low.  We  feared  that  we  might  not  see  clearly 
this  colorful  classroom  of  the  world's  greatest 
teacher.  The  town  of  Tiberias  had  been  our  lodg- 
ing place,  and  although  one  could  linger  long 
studying  the  nearby  ruins  of  Herod's  ancient  cas- 
tle and  exploring  the  heated  waters  to  which  an- 
cient as  well  as  modem  pilgrims  have  gathered  to 
seek  relief  from  rheumatic  pain,  the  real  attrac- 
tion was  the  lake  and  its  sacred  spots.  Just  twelve 
miles  travel  brought  us  to  Capernaum,  the  site  of 
the  synagogue,  now  in  ruins,  where  Jesus  taught. 
In  these  few  miles  we  passed  the  small  harbor  of 
fishermen  still  plying  the  trade  of  Peter  and  his 
brethren.  Along  the  rocky  shoreline  we  came  to 
the  outcroppings  where  tradition  says  Jesus  taught 
His  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  And  a  few  rods  nearer 
the  shore  were  the  low  hills  where  He  fed  the 
multitude  and  where  now  stands  a  church.  It  is 
known  as  the  place  of  the  Miracle  of  Multiplica- 
tion. These  scenes  stirred  our  memories  of  Jesus 
and  the  effect  of  his  teachings  upon  the  western 
world. 

It  was  the  lake  itself  which  captured  our  atten- 
tion as  we  walked  along  its  shore.  Our  guide  was 
a  small-built  Jewish  Israelite  —  one  who  fought 
in  the  ''War  of  Liberation,"  as  modern  Israel 
hopefully  describes  it,  or  the  "War  of  Occupa- 
tion," as  modern  Jordan  bitterly  speaks  of  it.  This 
well-informed  and  cheerful  guide  told  us  how 
Christians  come  to  Galilee  with  feelings  ranging 
from  that  of  deep  meditation  to  that  of  exuber- 
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ance.  He  told  us  of  a  Baptist  preacher  who,  upon 
approaching  the  shoreHne,  threw  off  all  his  clothes 
and  jumped  headlong  into  the  sea.  As  he  did  so 
he  exclaimed,  "I  must  feel  the  water  all  over  me 
like  a  new  baptism." 

By  early  afternoon  the  sun  was  breaking 
through  the  clouds;  and  during  the  fleeting  mO' 
ments  I  took  pictures,  trying  to  capture  the  blue 
waters  against  the  blue  sky  with  the  crystalline 
white  breakers  gently  washing  the  shore.  It  was  at 
one  such  moment  that  the  picture  shown  here 
was  taken.  In  it  the  "sighing  bough"  recalls  that 
old  Gospel  song  which  is  still  in  our  hymn  book. 
Although  to  some  it  may  lack  musical  sophistica- 
tion, its  sentiments  fill  one's  heart  as  he  stands 
upon  the  shore  and  sings  again,  "O  Galilee!  sweet 
Galilee!  Where  Jesus  loved  so  much  to  be;  O 
Galilee!  blue  Galilee!  Come,  sing  thy  song  again 
to  me."  1  We  did  not  hear  any  cooing  doves,  but 
we  did  hear  the  cry  of  seagulls  and  we  saw  the 
"flow'ry  glen"  and  "mossy  dell"  which  make  the 
western  shore  so  inviting. 

Turning  from  the  patch  of  blue  in  the  north- 
ern sky,  and  looking  toward  the  east,  my  eyes 
were  filled  with  the  roily  sea  and  gray  overcast. 
It  was  easy  to  picture  mentally  the  ancient  scene, 
also  echoed  in  song: 

And,  behold,  there  arose  a  great  tempest  in  the 
sea,  insomuch  that  the  ship  was  covered  with  the 
waves:  hut  he  was  asleep. 

And  his  disciples  came  to  him,  and  awoke 
him,  saying,  Lord,  save  us:  we  perish. 

And  he  saith  unto  them.  Why  are  ye  fearful, 
O  ye  of  little  faith?  Then  he  arose,  and  rebuked 
the  winds  and  the  sea;  and  there  was  a  great  calm. 
(Matthew  8:24-26.) 

And  again  an  old  Gospel  song  echoed  its  ser- 
mon. To  him  who  feels  bowed  with  "anguish  of 
spirit"  and  seeks  an  escape  from  the  terror,  this  old 
song  cries  out:  "Torrents  of  sin  and  of  anguish 
Sweep  o'er  my  sinking  soul,  and  I  perish!  I  perish! 
dear  Master.  Oh,  hasten  and  take  control !"-  And 
as  raiany  a  village  choir  has  chanted  the  impelling 
rhythm  and  climbed  to  the  climax  of  this  sermon 
in  song,  so  did  the  refrain  fill  my  mind  as  I 
watched  the  waves  approach  the  shores  of  Galilee: 


The  winds  and  the  waves  shall  obey  thy  will; 

Peace,  be  still ! 

Whether  the  wrath  of  the  storm'tossed  sea 

Or  demons  or  men  or  whatever  it  be. 

No  waters  can  swallow  the  ship  where  lies 

The  Master  of  ocean  and  earth  and  skies. 

They  all  shall  sweetly  obey  thy  will. 

Peace,  be  still ! 

Peace,  be  still ! 

They  all  shall  sweetly  obey  thy  will. 

Peace,  peace,  be  still ! 

Because  the  music  is  simple  of  design,  it  fits 
the  simplicity  of  the  place.  Here,  along  these 
shores,  walked  Peter,  the  fisherman.  Not  only  was 
the  smell  of  fish  upon  his  hands,  but  the  rustic  ac- 
cents of  his  language  marked  him  for  life.  He  was 
a  country  lad  in  Galilee.  The  mighty  high  priests 
of  Jerusalem  were  one  day  to  stigmatize  him  with 
the  sneer,  ".  .  ,  Thou  art  a  Galilaean,  and  thy 
speech  agreeth  thereto."  (Mark  14:70.) 

Galilee  impresses  the  pilgrim  as  being  un- 
touched by  modern  "improvements."  After  wit- 
nessing the  garish  monuments  and  churches  and 
hearing  the  "traditional  stories"  surrounding  many 
of  the  holy  places,  it  is  refreshing  and  purifying 
to  breathe  the  unscented  air,  feel  the  natural  wa- 
ter, and  walk  upon  the  unreconstructed  shoreline 
of  Galilee.  At  a  later  date,  when  we  visited  the 
gigantic  St.  Peter's  basilica  in  Rome,  my  heart 
hungered  for  the  simplicity  of  Galilee.  In  Rome, 
the  sophisticates  have  taken  all  the  smell  of  fish 
from  Peter.  At  Galilee  I  felt  the  humility  of  the 
man  and  the  honesty  of  his  Teacher.  Here,  un- 
touched by  the  years,  are  the  sights  and  sounds 
of  this  living  body  of  water  upon  which  the 
founder  of  Christendom  walked  by  faith.  Here  is 
the  place  where  Jesus  said,  "Follow  me."  (Matthew 
8:22.)  And  here  one  feels,  down  deep  in  his  soul, 
the  eternal  truth  spoken  by  the  great  apostle: 

Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 
(Matthew  16:16.) 

Galilee  fills  one's  heart  with  longing  that  all 
the  world  might  hear  and  believe  Peter's  inspiring 
testimony  and  live  worthy  of  its  meaning. 


Hymns    —    Church    of    ]esus    Christ    of 
2  "Master,  The  Tempest  Is  Raging,"  Hjmns,  No.  106. 


1  "Each    Cooing    Dove 
LatteT'day  Sair\ts,  No.  38. 


(For  Course  10,  lessons  of  November  6,  December  4  and  11,  "Final 
Visit  To  Galilee,"  "End  of  the  Mission,"  and  "I  Am  With  You 
Alway";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  November  6,  "The  Final  Promise"; 
for  Course  3,  lesson  of  January  15,  "Jesus  Christ  A  Member  of  the 
Presiding  Council";  for  Course  5,  lesson  of  January  IS,  "Faith  In 
Things  Not  Seen";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  46;  and  of 
general  interest.) 

Acknowledgment:  The  verse  from  "Our  Father  Did"  by  Paul 
Rader,  quoted  in  the  October,  1966,  centerspread  article,  is  copyrighted 
by  Singspiration   Inc.,  Grand   Rapids,  Mich.,  and  was  used  by  permission. 
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Nephi  Was  Baptized  by  Immersion 


A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


It  was  in  the  land  Bountiful  that  the  Nephites 
lived,  and  on  this  particular  day  a  great  crowd  of 
them  were  gathered  about  the  temple.  They  had 
much  to  talk  about,  for  many  changes  had  taken 
place  in  their  land.  These  were  the  result  of  a  ter- 
rible storm,  the  worst  they  had  ever  known.  With  it 
came  loud  thunder  and  sharp  lightning.  The  whole 
earth  shook,  and  many  things  happened  so  that  "the 
whole  earth  became  deformed."  (3  Nephi  8:17.) 
All  of  this  took  place  in  about  three  hours   time. 

Following  this,  darkness  fell.  There  was  no  hght 
anywhere.  Candles  would  not  burn.  Torches,  which 
are  flaming  hghts,  would  not  burn.  They  could  get 
no  Hght  from  anything,  anywhere;  and  the  darkness 
lasted  for  three  whole  days. 

Now  those  who  had  listened  to  the  prophets  and 
obeyed  the  commandments  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
knew  why  all  this  had  happened.  These  were  the 
signs  that  told  them  Jesus  had  been  crucified  in 
the  far-off  land  of  Palestine.  This  great  destruction 
took  place  during  the  time  Jesus  was  on  the  cross. 
The  darkness  lasted  the  three  days  that  his  body 
was  in  the  tomb  (or  cave),  in  the  garden  of  Joseph 
of  Arimathaea. 

After  the  darkness  dispersed,  as  the  people  were 
talking  of  what  had  happened  and  why,  "they  heard 
a  voice  as  if  it  came  out  of  heaven."  (3  Nephi  11:3.) 
They  looked  all  around  to  see  who  was  talking,  but 
they  could  see  no  one.  The  voice  was  neither 
harsh  nor  coarse,  nor  was  it  very  loud;  but  it  was 
so  powerful  and  effective  that  everyone  who  heard 
it  was   shaking. 

They  listened  again,  but  still  they  did  not  under- 
stand what  the  voice  said.  The  third  time,  however, 
they  did  understand;  and  they  were  thrilled,  for  it 
was  the  Lord  God  who  was  speaking!  He  said  to 
them:  "Behold  my  Beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased  .  .  .  hear  ye  him."  (3  Nephi  11:7.) 

And  as  the  people  looked  toward  heaven  they 
saw  "a  Man  descending  out  of  heaven;  and  he  was 
clothed  in  a  white  robe;  and  he  came  down  and 
stood  in  the  midst  of  them."  (3  Nephi  11:8.) 

Everyone's  eyes  were  upon  him  "for  they  thought 
it  was  an  angel  that  had  appeared  unto  them."  (5 
Nephi  11:8.)  [End  of  Scene  /.] 

(For  Course  10,  lessons  of  November  20  to  December  4,  "Dark- 
ness and  Destruction,"  "Among  the  Nephites,"  and  "End  of  the 
Mission";  for  Course  3,  lesson  of  January  15,  "Jesus  Christ  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Presiding  Council";  for  Course  5,  lessons  of  January  29 
and  February  5,  "We  Are  Baptized  by  One  Having  Authority"  and 
"We  Are  Baptized  by  Immersion";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lesson  46;  and  of  general  interest.) 


This  person  then  stretched  forth  His  hand  and 
spoke  to  the  people  saying: 

Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  prophets 
testified  shall  come  into  the  world.  (3  Nephi  11:10.) 

As  soon  as  the  people  heard  these  words  and 
knew  who  it  was,  they  "fell  to  the  earth."  That 
probably  means  that  they  went  down  on  their  knees 
before  Him,  "for  they  remembered  that  it  had  been 
prophesied  among  them  that  Christ  should  show 
himself  unto  them  after  His  ascension  into  heaven." 
(3  Nephi  11:12.) 

Then  Jesus  spoke  to  them  again,  inviting  them 
to  come  and  thrust  (push)  their  hands  into  His 
side  where  He  had  been  pierced;  also  to  feel  the 
prints  of  the  nails  in  His  hands  and  His  feet.  If  they 
did  this,  they  would  know  for  sure  that  He  was 
Jesus  the  Christ  who  had  been  crucified  in  Jeru- 
salem. 

After  they  had  done  this,  they  shouted  for  joy 
and  knelt  down  before  Him.   [End  of  Scene  II,'] 

Jesus  then  spoke  to  Nephi,  their  prophet  leader, 
and  asked  him  to  come  forward.  This  Nephi  did  and 
knelt  before  Jesus.  Then  Jesus  commanded  him  to 
arise,  which  he  did. 

As  Nephi  stood  before  Him,  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
"I  give  unto  you  power  that  ye  shall  baptize  this 
people  when  I  am  again  ascended  into  heaven."  (3 
Nephi  11:21.)    [End  of  Scene  111.] 

Then  the  Lord  "called  others  and  gave  them  the 
same  power  to  baptize."  These  were  the  twelve 
disciples  for  the  Nephites. 

So  that  they  would  understand  and  baptize  in 
the  right  manner,  Jesus  said: 

.  .  .  Behold,  ye  shall  go  down  and  stand  in  the 
water,  and  in  my  name  shall  ye  baptize  them. 

And  now  behold,  these  are  the  words  which  ye 
shall  say,  calling  them  by  name,  saying: 

Having  authority  given  me  of  Jesus  Christ,  I 
baptize  you  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

And  then  shall  ye  immerse  them  in  the  water 
and  come  forth  again  out  of  the  water.  .  .  . 

And  according  as  I  have  commanded  you  thus 
shall  ye  baptize.  .  .  . 

And  whoso  believeth  in  me,  and  is  baptized,  the 
same  shall  be  saved;  and  they  are  they  who  shall 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  {3  Nephi  11:23-33.) 
[End  of  Scene  IV.]' 

^See  additional   flannelboard   stories   and    figures    on   baptism   in 
the  January  and  December,   1965,   issues   of  The   Instructor. 
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Then  Jesus  stretched  forth  His  hands  and  blessed 
all  those  who  were  present. 

He  then  taught  them  many  things  and  gave 
them  the  sacrament  so  that  they  would  remember 
Him.  Then  ".  .  .  he  departed  from  them,  and 
ascended  into  heaven."    (3  Nephi  18:39.) 

With  the  joy  and  thrill  of  that  wonderful  day  in 
their  hearts — 

.  .  .  Every  man  did  take  his  wife  and  his  chil- 
dren and  did  return  to  his  own  home. 

And  it  was  noised  abroad  among  the  people  im- 
mediately, before  it  was  yet  dark,  that  the  multitude 
had  seen  Jesus,  and  that  he  had  ministered  unto 
them,  and  that  he  would  also  show  himself  on  the 
morrow  unto  the  multitude,  .  .  .  yea,  an  exceeding 
great  number,  did  labor  exceedingly  all  night,  that 
they  might  be  on  the  morrow  in  the  place  where 
Jesus  should  show  himself  unto  the  multitude.  (3 
Nephi  19:1-3.)    [End  of  Scene  V.] 

The  next  morning,  when  the  people  gathered  to- 
gether, they  were  divided  into  twelve  groups.  Each 
of  the  twelve  disciples  took  a  group  to  teach.  After 
being  taught,  they  knelt  down  and  prayed  "unto 
the  Father  in  the  name  of  Jesus."  (3  Nephi  19:6.) 

And  they  did  pray  for  that  which  they  most  de- 
sired; and  they  desired  that  the  Holy  Ghost  should 
be  given  unto  them. 

And  when  they  had  thus  prayed  they  went  down 
unto  the  water's  edge,  and  the  multitude  followed 
them. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  Nephi  went  down  into 
the  water  and  was  baptized. 

And  he  came  up  out  of  the  water  and  began  to 
baptize  .  .  .  all  those  whom  Jesus  had  chosen. 

And  it  came  to  pass  when  they  were  all  bap- 
tized and  had  come  up  out  of  the  water  .  .  .  they 
were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  .  .  .  [End  of 
Scene  VI.] 

.  .  .  And  angels  did  come  down  out  of  heaven 
and  did  minister  unto  them. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  while  the  angels  were 
ministering  unto  the  disciples,  behold,  Jesus  came 
and  stood  in  the  midst  and  ministered  unto  them. 
(3  Nephi  19:9-15.)   [End  of  Scene  VH.] 


How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story: 

Characters  and  Props  Needed  for  This  Presentation  Are: 

Centerspread,  December  1962,  "Christ  Appearing  to  the 
Nephites,"  by  Friberg.  (See  your  ward  library.)  To 
be  used  in  Scene  I. 

Jesus,  standing  with  hands  outstretched.  (BM75.)  To  be 
used  in  Scenes  II,  III,  IV,  V,  and  VII. 

A  crowd  of  Nephite  people  kneeling  in  worshipful  attitude. 
(BM76.)  To  be  used  in  Scenes  IT,  V,  and  VII. 

Nephi  in  erect  position.   (BM77.)  To  be  used  in  Scene  III. 

Nephi  in  kneeling  position.  (BM78.)  To  be  used  in  Scene 
III. 

The  remainder  of  the  Twelve,  some  kneeling,  some  stand- 
ing.  (BM79.)  To  be  used  in  Scenes  IV  and  VII. 

Nephi  being  baptized  by  one  of  the  Twelve,  others  watch- 
ing with  a  crowd  of  people.  (BM80.)  To  be  used  in 
Scene  VI. 

Angels.  (BM81.)  To  be  used  in  Scene  VII. 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I:    (Not  shown  below) 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene  with  a  temple  in  the  back- 
ground. 

Action:  Tell  the  story  of  the  people  hearing  Jesus' 
voice  and  then  seeing  Him  descend  clothed  in 
white. 

Scene  II: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Jesus  speaks  to  the  people.  They  are  kneeling 
before  Him. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Jesus  invites  Nephi  to  come  forward.  He  is 
chosen  to  be  the  head  of  the  twelve  apostles.  He 
kneels  before  Jesus. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Jesus  chooses  eleven  others.    The  Twelve  are 

given  authority   to   baptize.    Jesus   instructs    them. 

in  this. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Jesus  blessed  the  people  and  taught  them. 

Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene  by  water. 

Action:  Nephi  is  baptized  by  immersion  by  one  of  the 
Twelve.  The  ten  others  and  people  watching. 

Scene  VII: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene  by  water. 

Action:  Angels  minister  to  the  people.  Jesus  comes 
down  in  their  midst  and  ministers  to  them. 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 


WHY  AND 
WHY  NOT? 


WHY  ARE  SONG  BOOKS   NOT  USED   IN  THE 
JR.    SUNDAY   SCHOOL   WORSHIP   SERVICE? 

The  value  of  a  book  is  related  to  the  ability  of 
the  user  to  understand  the  ideas  presented  on  its 
pages.  Junior  Sunday  School  children  have  neither 
the  language  nor  music  reading  ability  to  make  a 
song  book  meaningful. 

Many  words  used  in  scngs  for  children  are 
within  their  understanding,  but  not  within  their 
reading  vocabulary.  Furthermore,  few  if  any  chil- 
dren of  Junior  Sunday  School  age  have  learned  to 
read  rhythmically  and  to  the  speed  children's  sing- 
ing requires. 

It  would  take  several  minutes  of  valuable  prac- 
tice time  for  adults  to  help  children  find  the  correct 
page  number. 


Junior  Sunday  School 

The  song  books  are  geared  for  choristers  and 
organists  because  the  books  have  the  text  and  piano 
accompaniments.  Music  books  written  for  children 
should  use  words  within  their  reading  vocabulary 
and  music  only  for  the  parts  they  are  singing.  When 
we  present  them  with  materials  beyond  their  abih- 
ties,  we  teach  them  the  undesirable  habit  of  ignor- 
ing what  we  want  them  to  use  later,  as  their  ability 
to  comprehend  develops. 

Specific  fundamental  knowledge  is  required  be- 
fore book  materials  can  have  meaning  for  children. 
First,  they  must  listen  and  hear  that  sounds  go  up 
or  down  or  stay  the  same  while  they  go  fast  or 
slow.  Children  need  to  build  a  tonal  memory;  that 
is,  learn  to  hear  a  tune  and  remember  it.  Next, 
they  must  learn  to  reproduce  it  in  tune.  Singing  by 
rote,  or  imitation,  is  a  very  effective  way  for  chil- 
dren to  acquire  these  skills. 

The  purpose  of  music  in  Junior  Sunday  School 
is  to  teach  the  Gospel.  If  the  chorister,  teachers, 
and  children  are  free  from  books,  they  can  com- 
municate with  each  other  with  undivided  attention 
and  sing  with  a  spirit  of  worship. 

— Junior  Sunday  School  Committee. 


I  THANK  THEE 


/  thank  Thee  for  the  wind 
That  blows  my  hair, 
For  the  beauty  of  the  trees 
And  fruit  they  bear. 

I  thank  Thee  for  my  home 
And  happiness, 
For  there  are  people 
Who  have  much  less. 

I  thank  Thee  for  my  father, 
Mother  and  sister,  too. 
And  also  for  the  good 
And  noble  deeds  they  do. 

I  thank  Thee  for 
My  grandparents  so  dear 
How  grateful  I  am  that  I 
Can  see  and  walk  and  hear. 


-Sharon  Jo  Light. 
(Age  12) 


(For  Course  1,  lessons  of  January  1  to  22,  on  family  relation- 
ships; for  Course  2,  lessons  of  November  20  and  27,  "Thanksgiving, 
a  Special  Thank-you  Day"  and  "We  Express  Gratitude  for  Our 
Blessings";  for  Course  la,  lessons  of  January  1  and  8,  "Heavenly 
Father  Gave  Us  Our  Fathers  and  Mothers"  and  "God  Plans  a 
Beautiful  World.") 
Library  File  Reference:  THANKSGIVING. 


Photo  by  H.  Armstron((  Roberts. 

For  the  beauty  of  the  trees 
And  fruit  they  bear." 


NOVEMB  ER     1  966 


435 


Superintendents 


NEW  DIVISION  OF 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


At  the  last  general  conference  a  new,  alternative 
plan  of  Sunday  School  stake  board  organization 
was  announced.  As  part  of  this  plan,  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  stake  and  ward  superintendents  and 
their  assistants  were  redefined. 

It  is  advisable  that  all  wards  of  the  Church 
consider  revising  the  respective  responsibilities  of 
Sunday  School  superintendencies.  The  general  board 
will  publish  helps  and  recommendations  from  time 
to  time  which  will  assume  that  this  revision  has  been 
accomplished.  Lessons  and  helps  may  be  offered, 
for  example,  which  will  require,  in  preparation 
meetings,  leadership  meeting,  and  faculty  meetings, 
separation  into  groups  based  on  these  redefined 
responsibilities. 

The  new  division  follows  the  age  grouping  of 
the  priesthood  correlation  committee  and  makes 
correlation  with  other  ward  organizations  more  ef- 
fective. It  throws  more  executive  responsibility  on 
the  superintendent  and  more  supervisory  duties  on 
the  assistants. 

The  assistants  visit  their  departments  personally 
and  assist  teachers  with  their  problems.  They  call 
on  the  teacher  trainer  for  expert  help.  The  superin- 
tendent limits  his  personal  visits  to  Courses  9  and 
younger  in  the  senior  Sunday  School.  Junior  Sun- 
day School  is  under  his  supervision,  but  the  actual 
visiting  in  Junior  Sunday  School  is  done  by  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  coordinator. 

Attendance  at  the  worship  service  in  Junior  Sun- 
day School  will  be  alternated  among  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  superintendency  in  convenient  periods. 
Following  is  the  proposed  division: 

The  superintendent  has  the  following  responsi- 
bilities: 

1.  Child  group — Courses  1  through  9. 

2.  Attendance,  punctuality,  order,  and  discipline. 

3.  Budget  fund,  collections  and  finances. 

4.  Conduct  of  weekly  superintendency  planning 
meeting  and  determination  of  who  shall  conduct 
Sunday  School,  prayer  meeting,  and  other 
meetings. 

5.  Attendance  of  officers  and  teachers  at  all  meet- 
ings. 

6.  Choice  of  new  officers  and  teachers. 


7.  Proper  conduct  of  worship  service,  in  general. 

8.  Apprising  the  stake  superintendent  of  changes 
in  ward  personnel. 

9.  Representing  Sunday  School  in  the  home  teach- 
ing program -and  reporting  to  ward  council. 

10.  Supervision  of  secretarial  work  and  analysis  of 
Sunday  School  records,  charts,  and  graphs. 

11.  Supervision  of  the  secretary's  marking  of  the 
monthly  and  special  reports. 

12.  Supervision  of  monthly  contacts  with  the  ward 
statistical  clerk  and  the  Sunday  School  secre- 
tary to  bring  class  roll  books  up  to  date. 

13.  Supervision  of  music. 

14.  Supervision  and  promotion  of  library  and 
teaching  aids. 

15.  Supervision  of  The  Instructor:  seeing  that  the 
magazine  is  fully  subscribed  to  and  that  it  is 
read  and  used  (this  in  collaboration  with  the 
Instructor  Use  Director). 

One  assistant  superintendent  has  the  following 
responsibilities: 

1.  Youth  group — Courses  10  through  19. 

2.  Physical  conditions,  cleanliness,  heating,  venti- 
lation, decorating,  seating,  etc. 

3.  Two-and-one-half-minute  talks. 

4.  Concert  recitations. 

5.  Sacrament  gem. 

6.  Counsel  and  assistance  to  the  superintendent 
on  all  phases  of  general  leadership. 

The  other  assistant  superintendent  has  the  fol- 
lowing responsibilities: 

1.  Adult  group — Courses  20  through  27. 

2.  Supervision  of  teacher  trainer  and  all  teacher 
training. 

3.  Organization  and  supervision  of  home  Sunday 
Schools. 

4.  Checking  of  class  rolls  quarterly  to  see  that 
any  who  cannot  get  to  Sunday  School  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  doing  home  Sunday  School 
work. 

5.  Counsel  and  assistance  to  the  superintendent 
on  all  phases  of  general  leadership. 

— Superintendent  David  Lawrence  McKay. 
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Memorized  Recitations 


For  January  1, 1967 

Scriptures  listed  below  should 
be  recited  in  unison  by  students 
of  Courses  11  and  19  during  the 
Sunday  School  worship  service  of 
January  1,  1967.  These  scriptures 
should  be  memorized  by  students 
of  the  respective  classes  during  the 
months  of  November  and  Decem- 
ber. 

Course  11: 

(This  scripture  teaches  us  that 
the  Saviour  intended  to  visit  mem- 
bers of  Adam's  posterity  other 
than  the  Jews.) 

"And  other  sheep  I  have,  which 


are  not  of  this  fold:  them  also  I 
must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear 
my  voice;  and  there  shall  be  one 
fold,  and  one  shepherd." 

—John  10:16. 

Course  19: 

(This  question  by  the  Apostle 
Paul  indicates  that  baptism  for 
the  dead  was  not  uncommon  in 
the  early  Church,  that  his  hearers 
were  familiar  with  it  and  accepted 
the  practice.) 

''Else  what  shall  they  do  which 
are  baptized  for  the  dead,  if  the 
dead  rise  not  at  all?  why  are  they 
then  baptized  for  the  dead?" 

— /  Corinthians  15:29. 


COMING    EVENTS 


Dec.  25, 1966 


Christmas  Worship  Service 


•  • 


Jan.  7, 1967 
Pupil  Advancement 


Begin  New  Courses 


Advancement  Schedule,  January  1,  1967 


1966 
COURSE 

NUMBER 


1966  SUBJECT 


1967 

COURSE 

NUMBER 


1967  SUBJECT 


1.    A  Gospel  of  Love^ 
1.    A  Gospel  of  Love- 


2.    Growing  in  the  Gospel,  Part  I- 
4.    Living  Our  Religion,  Part  I  — 


6.    What  It  Means  To  Be  a  Latter-day  Saint >■ 

8.    Old  Testament  Stories > 

10.    The  Life  of  Christ > 

12.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Ancient  Times— > 

14.    The  Message  of  the  Master *► 

18.  Christ's  Ideals  for  Living                                     > 


NOTE:  Except  from  Course  1,  group  promo- 
tions out  of  the  class  should  not  be  made.  The 
entire  class  is  given  the  new  course  subject  as 
indicated  by  the  arrow.  Teachers  and  class- 
rooms may  be  changed. 


^Children  nearly  three  and  three  years  old. 

-'Includes   from   Course   1   only  those   children   who   will   be    four 
years  old  by  Jan.  1,  1967. 


1.  A  Gospel  of  Love.' 

la.  Beginnings  of  Religious  Praise.'^ 

3.  Growing  in  the  Gospel,  Part  II. 

5.  Living  Our  Religion,  Part  II. 

7.  History  of  the  Church  for  Children. 

9.  Scripture  Lessons  in  Leadership. 

11.  History  of  the  Restored  Church. 

13.  Principles  of  the  Restored  Church  at  Work. 

15.  Life  in  Ancient  America. 

19.  The  Articles  of  Faith. 

Elective  Courses  for  Adults  In   1967 

23,    Teaching  the  Gospel 

(Teacher  Training — Restricted) . 

25.    Gospel  Living  in  the  Home 
( Family  Relations) . 

27.    The  Gospel  In  the  Service  of  Man 
(Gospel  Doctrine  class). 

29.  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder  (Gospel  Es- 
sentials). See  The  1964  Sunday  School  Hand- 
book for  membership. 
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The  well-lighted  street 

is  safe  and  sure. 

The  path  of  salvation 

is  narrow  but  ivell-lighted, 

as  numerous  scriptures 

become  .  .  . 

LAMPS 


TO  OUR  FEET 

'^That  which  is  of  God  is  light." 


SUGGESTED   LESSON    FOR   STAKE   CONFERENCE  SUNDAY,    FIRST  QUARTER,    1967 


Objective:  To  show  that  the  Lord  is  God  and  that  He 
never  changes;  and  we  must  keep  His  commandments  and 
walk  in   His  ways  to   receive   exaltation   and   eternal   life. 

The  Lord  has  told  us  through  revelation  that — 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven 
before  the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which  all 
blessings  are  predicated — 

And  when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God  it 
is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is  predi- 
cated. (Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:20-21.) 

With  God,  everything  has  order.  (See  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  132:8.)  Obedience  to  law  brings 
blessings  and  joy;  disobedience  brings  sorrow  and 
the  loss  of  promised  blessings. 

The  Lord   Has  Spoken 

In  the  pre-mortal  existence  God  stood  among  the 
intelligences  that  were  organized  before  the  world 
was,  and  He  said  unto  those  who  were  with  Him — 

.  .  .  We  will  make  an  earth  whereon  these  may 
dwell; 

And  we  will  prove  them  herewith,  to  see  if  they 
will  do  all  things  whatsoever  the  Lord  their  God 
shall  command  them.   (Abraham  3:24-25.) 

A  plan  of  salvation  was  prepared  with  free 
agency  granted  to  all  to  make  their  own  choices. 
This  earth  life  is  a  proving  ground — a  time  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  God.   The  Lord  said: 

Search  these  commandments,  for  they  are  true  and 
faithful,  and  the  prophecies  and  promises  which  are 
in  them  shall  all  be  fulfilled. 

What  I  the  Lord  have  spoken,  I  have  spoken, 
and  I  excuse  not  myself;  and  though  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  pass  away,  my  word  shall  not  pass 
away,  but  shall  all  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  mine  own 
voice  or  by  the  voice  of  my  servants,  it  is  the  same. 
For  behold,  and  lo,  the  Lord  is  God,  and  the 


Spirit  beareth  record,  and  the  record  is  true,  and 
the  truth  abideth  forever  and  ever.  Amen.  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  1:37-39.) 

And  again  the  Lord  said: 

For  God  doth  not  walk  in  crooked  paths,  neither 
doth  he  turn  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  neither 
doth  he  vary  from  that  which  he  hath  said,  there- 
fore his  paths  are  straight,  and  his  course  is  one 
eternal  round.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  3:2.) 

The  World  Is  Warned 

The  warning  is  given  to  the  world — 

Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that  woe  shall  come  unto 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  if  they  will  not  hearken 
unto  my  words.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  5:5.) 

And  to  those  who  have  taken  upon  themselves 
His  name  and  become  members  of  His  Church,  He 
has  said: 

.  .  .  Wo  be  unto  him  that  is  at  ease  in  Zionl  Wo 
be  unto  him  that  crieth:  All  is  well!  Yea,  wo  be 
unto  him  that  hearkeneth  unto  the  precepts  of  men, 
and  denieth  the  power  of  God,  and  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost!  (2  Nephi  28:24-26.) 

But  wo  unto  him  that  has  the  law  given,  yea, 
that  has  all  the  commandments  of  God,  .  .  .  and 
that  transgresseth  them,  and  that  wasteth  the  days 
of  his  probation,  for  awful  is  his  state.  (2  Nephi 
9:27.) 

Obedience   Brings  Blessings 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  a  knowledge  of 
His  Gospel.  Through  faith,  repentance,  and  bap- 
tism, and  sanctification  through  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  we  have  received  added  light  and  eter- 
nal promises.    The  Lord  has  reminded  us— 

.  .  .  This  is  my  gospel;  and  ye  know  the  things 
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that  ye  must  do  in  my  church;  for  the  works  which 
ye  have  seen  me  do  that  shall  ye  also  do;  for  that 
which  ye  have  seen  me  do  even  that  shall  ye  do; 

Therefore,  if  ye  do  these  things  blessed  are  ye, 
for  ye  shall  be  lifted  up  at  the  last  day.  {3  Nephi 
27:21-22.) 

And  behold,  all  that  he  requires  of  you  is  to  keep 
his  commandments;  and  he  has  promised  you  that  if 
ye  would  keep  his  commandments  ye  should  prosper 
in  the  land;  and  he  never  doth  vary  from  that  which 
he  hath  said;  therefore,  if  ye  do  keep  his  command- 
ments he  doth  bless  you  and  prosper  you.  {Mosiah 
2:22.) 

Each  One  May  Be  a  Witness 

"And,  if  you  keep  my  commandments  and  endure 
to  the  end  you  shall  have  eternal  life,  which  gift  is 
the  greatest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God. 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  if  you  shall  ask 
the  Father  in  my  name,  in  faith  believing,  you  shall 
receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  giveth  utterance,  that 
you  may  stand  as  a  witness  of  the  things  of  which 
you  shall  both  hear  and  see,  and  also  that  you  may 
declare  repentance  unto  this  generation."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  14:7-8.) 

"Search  dihgently,  pray  always,  and  be  behev- 
ing,  and  all  things  shall  work  together  for  your  good, 
if  ye  walk  uprightly  and  remember  the  covenant 
wherewith  ye  have  covenanted  one  with  another." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  90:24.) 

"And  if  your  eye  be  single  to  my  glory,  your 
whole  bodies  shall  be  filled  with  light,  and  there 
shall  be  no  darkness  in  you;  and  that  body  which  is 
filled  with  light  comprehendeth  all  things."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  88:61.) 

For  "He  that  hath  my  commandments,  and  keep- 
eth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me:  and  he  that  loveth 
me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him, 
and  will  manifest  myself  to  him."  (John  14:21.) 

All  spiritual  offspring  of  God  are  born  with  the 
light  of  Christ.  For  those  who  accept  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  added  blessings  may  be  obtained. 
Through  confirmation  in  the  Church  each  member 
is  entitled  to  the  companionship  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  the  influence  thereof  will  flow  unto  such  a 
member  without  compulsory  means  forever  and  ever, 
if  he  remains  true  to  covenants  made  through  bap- 
tism and  through  diligent  service  to  the  Lord.  It 
is  written  in  scripture — 

"That  which  is  of  God  is  light;  and  he  that  re- 
ceiveth  light,  and  continueth  in  God,  receiveth  more 
light;  and  that  light  groweth  brighter  and  brighter 
until  the  perfect  day."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
50:24.) 

Conversely,  if  we  do  not  apply  ourselves  and  seek 
to  magnify  our  calHngs  through  obedience,  the  hght 


we  have  been  blessed  with  diminishes,  and  may  con- 
tinue to  do  so  until  we  stand  in  danger  of  total 
darkness — loss  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  We  cannot  engage  in 
worldly  pleasures,  for  "that  which  doth  not  edify  is 
not  of  God,  and  is  darkness."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 50:23.)  How  great  that  darkness  can  become! 

Follow  the  Light  of  the  Lord 

As  members  of  the  Church  we  have  been  com- 
manded to  study,  to  develop  our  talents  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  Gospel. 

"And  I  give  unto  you  a  commandment  that  you 
shall  teach  one  another  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom. 

"Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace  shall  attend 
you,  that  you  may  be  instructed  more  perfectly  in 
theory,  in  principle,  in  doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the 
gospel,  in  all  things  that  pertain  unto  the  kingdom 
of  God,  that  are  expedient  for  you  to  understand." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:77-78.) 

Each  member  is  cautioned,  however,  that  ".  .  . 
the  Spirit  shall  be  given  unto  you  by  the  prayer  of 
faith;  and  if  ye  receive  not  the  Spirit  ye  shall  not 
teach."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  42:14.) 

"Seek  not  to  declare  my  word,  but  first  seek  to 
obtain  my  word,  and  then  shall  your  tongue  be 
loosed;  then,  if  you  desire,  you  shall  have  my  Spirit 
and  my  word,  yea,  the  power  of  God  unto  the  con- 
vincing of  men."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  11:21.) 
Further  caution  is  given  that  one  should  "Seek  not 
for  riches  but  for  wisdom;  and,  behold,  the  mysteries 
of  God  shall  be  unfolded  unto  you,  and  then  shall 
you  be  made  rich.  Behold,  he  that  hath  eternal  hfe 
is  rich."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  11:7.) 

How  important  it  is  that  we  follow  Jesus  and 
strive  to  live  more  perfectly  as  He  set  the  example. 
He  is  the  chief  cornerstone  of  the  Church.  He  has 
warned  us — 

/,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do  what  I  say; 
but  when  ye  do  not  what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  82: 10.) 

/  am  the  Lord  thy  God;  and  I  give  unto  you 
this  commandment — that  no  man  shall  come  unto 
the  Father  but  by  me  or  by  my  word,  which  is  my 
law.  .  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  132:12.) 

For  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  the  way  that 
leadeth  unto  the  exaltation  and  continuation  of  the 
lives,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it,  because  ye  re- 
ceive me  not  in  the  world  neither  do  ye  know  me. 

But  if  ye  receive  me  in  the  world,  then  shall  ye 
know  me,  and  shall  receive  your  exaltation;  that 
where  I  am  ye  shall  be  also.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 132:22-23.) 

— Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Jr. 

Library  File  Reference:  OBEDIENCE. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hyran  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  January,  1967 


Hymn:  "How  Wondrous  and  Great," 
author,  Henry  U.  Onderdonk;  compos- 
er Johann  Michael  Haydn;  Hymns — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  No.  146. 

To  the  Chorister: 

This  hymn  is  hke  a  congrega- 
tional prayer,  being  addressed  to 
the  heavenly  throne.  Therefore, 
present  it  in  a  grand  style.  How 
can  this  be  done?  First,  be  sure  to 
have  the  recommended  tempo  well 
in  mind.  This  is  76  beats  per  min- 
ute, or  the  48  quarter-beats  in  a 
stanza  in  40  seconds,  or  one  hne 
in  10  seconds.  Beat  this  in  a  con- 
vincing manner. 

Invite  the  singers  to  address 
their  singing  to  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther. You  are  the  guide,  especial- 
ly at  hymn-practice  time,  and  the 
singers  might  be  reminded  of  the 
worshiping,  prayerful  aspect  of  a 
true  hymn  such  as  this  one  is. 

One  fault  in  our  singing  of  this 
hymn  has  been  that  the  first  note, 
the  first  word,  is  poorly  sung  or 
even  left  out.  While  this  note  is  a 
mere  quarter  note,  nevertheless 
give  it  at  least  full  value,  or  even 
a  little  more  than  full  value. 
Among   some   fine   congregational 


singers  this  first  note  is  known  as 
a  "gathering  note,"  where  the  peo- 
ple gather  together  to  sing  it,  and 
the  organist  holds  it  approximate- 
ly the  length  of  double  the  printed 
value.  This  procedure  is  much 
better  than  a  careless  one.  In  any 
event,  give  at  least  full  value  to 
this  first  note,  with  the  help  of  an 
extra  large  swing  of  your  conduc- 
torial  arm.  This  note  needs  to  be 
preceded  by  a  preparatory  beat, 
the  nature  of  which  is  well  under- 
stood and  practiced  by  the  most 
successful  baton  wielders. 

Johann  Michael  Haydn  (1737- 
1806)  was  a  musician  of  worth 
whose  efforts  were  somewhat  un- 
noticed, due  to  the  brilliancy  of 
his  inspired  brother,  Franz  Joseph 
Haydn.  This  favorite  old  hymn  is 
sung  in  protestant  churches 
throughout  the  world. 

It  may  be  well  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  key  words  found  in  the 
text  such  as:  wondrous,  great, 
praise,  true,  etc.  These  words  de- 
mand a  style  of  singing  that  is 
vigorous  and  dignified,  and  the 
conductor's  beat  pattern  is  the 
principal  method  of  suggesting 
this  interpretation. 


To  the  Organist: 

Every  director  and  organist  will 
be  striving  to  achieve  a  feeling  of 
energetic  expression  in  this  hymn. 
Stay  with  the  majestic  tempo, 
which  suggests  an  expansive,  large 
rendition. 

This  is  one  of  our  marcato  type 
hymns,  the  opposite  of  the  smooth 
legato  type.  Play  the  chords  very 
slightly  separated  to  give  each  a 
feeUng  of  marked  accent.  The 
chorister  should,  of  course,  give 
baton  direction  in  a  similar 
"marked"  non-legato  style. 

This  hymn  sings  of  the  "Lord, 
wondrous  and  great"  in  a  power- 
ful style.  Lead  the  congregation 
by  a  like  presentation  of  it  on  the 
organ.  Draw  the  stronger  stops, 
open  the  shutters,  and  leave  them 
open  throughout.  Thus,  you  will 
play  with  good  courage  so  that  the 
sound  may  buoy  up  all  singers, 
giving  them  new  courage  and 
chasing  all  timidity  from  their 
midst.  The  Lord  is  our  strength 
and  our  fortress-  We  can  do 
all  things  through  Christ  who 
strengthens  us.  (See  Philippians 
4:13.) 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 


Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  January,  1967 


Hymn:  "Hosanna";  author  and  com- 
poser, Rita  S.  Robinson;  arranger, 
Chester  W.  Hill. 


The  1967  Hymns  of  the  Month 
will  concentrate  on  one  Gospel 
concept  to  be  used  with  each 
hymn.  There  are  several  concepts 
that  may  be  considered,  but  with 
such  a  short  period  for  teaching, 
only  one  should  be  stressed. 


The  Gospel  concept  for  "Hosan- 
na" is:  We  sing  praises  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  because  He  loves 
us.  For  this  month,  the  second 
verse  may  be  taught. 

To  the  Chorister: 

This  is  a  hymn  of  praise  and 
rejoicing  to  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  We  love  Him  because  He 
gave  us   life.    It  should  be  sung 


joyously  and  with  enthusiasm.  All 
words  should  be  pronounced  clear- 
ly and  distinctly. 

The  chorister  should  be  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  this  hymn 
which  will  be  new  to  many.  By 
experimenting  with  the  tempo  be- 
fore teaching  it,  the  chorister  may 
feel  more  at  ease  when  present- 
ing it. 

"Hosanna"  has  a  lovely  melody 
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HOSANNA 


Rita  S.  Robinson 
Joyously 


Arr.  Chester  W.  Hill 
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and  is  simple  in  construction.  It 
is  composed  of  a  verse  and  refrain. 
The  verse  is  eight  measures  long 
divided  into  four-measure  phrases, 
while  the  refrain  is  only  four 
measures  in  length. 

The  first  two  measures  of  each 
phrase  of  the  verse  are  alike  and 
have  a  descending  melody  hne, 
while  the  last  two  measures  have 
an  ascending  melody  except  for 
the  last  note  of  the  second  phrase. 

Because  this  hymn  will  be  un- 
familiar to  many  children  and 
teachers,  the  organist  should  play 
the  hymn  as  a  prelude  the  same 
month  that  it  is  being  taught. 
Hearing  the  melody  before  the 
hymn  is  introduced  through  song 
hastens  the  learning  process. 

The  chorister  needs  to  know 
about  the  beginning  or  "cue  sig- 
nal"— sometimes  referred  to  as  the 
preparatory  beat — and  about  the 
ending  signal  of  a  song.  Helpful 
material  for  this  may  be  found  in 
A  Guide  for  Choristers  and  Organ- 
ists in  Junior  Sunday  School.  This 
guide  will  also  help  in  the  use  of 
the  fermata  in  the  piece.  The 
fermata,  referred  to  as  a  hold  or 
pause,  lengthens  the  value  of  the 
note. 

When  introducing  the  number, 
the  interval  beat  pattern  may  be 
used  as  it  tells  children  the  direc- 
tion of  melody  notes.  When  it  is 
learned,  the  chorister  may  like  to 
(Concluded  on  page  443.) 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  January  Sacrament  Gems 


SimpUce 


Dai-win  K.  Wolford 


January  Sacrament  Gems 


Senior  Sunday  School 

".  .  .  Take,  eat:  this  is  my  body, 
which  is  broken  for  you:  this  do 
in  remembrance  of  me."^ 

'I  Corinthians  11 :24. 


Junior  Sunday  School 

Jesus  said:  "This  is  my  com- 
mandment, That  ye  love  one  an- 
other, as  I  have  loved  you."^ 


-John  15;  12. 
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Teacher  Improvement  Lesson  for  Januaryy  1967 


A  ttitudes  and  responses  of  students 

are  often  code  messages 

that  transmit  a  request  for  help  to  ,  .  . 

The  Receptive 
Teacher 

hy  J.  Joel  Moss'^ 


When  one  is  called  to  teach  Sunday  School,  he 
is  given  a  lesson  manual  and  encouraged  to  subscribe 
to  The  Instructor.  These  tools  provide  him  with 
guidelines  and  enrichment  for  the  course  of  study. 
But  to  be  a  teacher  is  to  do  more  than  present  les- 
sons; it  is  to  have  a  group  of  individuals  entrusted 
to  your  care.  For  the  teacher  who  senses  this  re- 
sponsibility, Gospel  teaching  becomes — in  a  large 
measure — the  job  of  trying  to  unscramble  the  dif- 
ferent messages  coming  from  class  members.  For 
each  person  transmits  a  message — in  tone  of 
voice,  facial  expression,  questions,  response  to  ques- 
tions, nudges  of  a  neighbor,  chit-chat,  and  in  many 
more  unspoken  and  indirect  ways,  but  seldom  open- 
ly in  words. 

The  teacher  often  is  quite  alone  in  determining 
how  to  organize  his  class  activities  to  help  answer 
these  various  messages.  A  dedicated  teacher  can- 
not ignore  them,  because  the  aim  of  his  teaching  is 
to  help  students  answer  their  own  questions  and 
face  their  own  challenges,  so  that  they  may  experi- 
ence personal  growth.  If  I  am  teaching  astronomy, 
I  may  not  worry  about  the  stars  in  people's  eyes — 
only  about  those  in  the  skies.  But,  if  I  am  teaching 
about  faith,  the  presence  or  absence  of  stars  in  stu- 
dents' eyes  is  a  message  I  cannot  ignore. 

What  are  some  of  the  messages  with  which  a 
teacher  is  subtly  asked  to  deal?  Over  a  number  of 
years  of  Church  teaching,  I  have  observed  that  there 
are  many,  and  each  must  be  handled  differently. 
Some  of  them  say: 

"Inspire  me,  that  I  may  dream  and  hope!" 

"Tell  me  something  beautiful  to  brighten  my 
life:' 

"Create  for  me  a  spiritual  atmosphere,  that  I 
may  glow  in  it  for  a  little  while." 

"Tell  me  about  Gospel  beauties — but  don't  dis- 
turb my  life." 

"Help  me  understand  the  Gospel,  but  don't  make 
me  think  too  hard.   Let  me  dream!" 


There  are  many  messages  for  the  teacher  who 
is  willing  to  observe  and  listen.  Perhaps  we  may 
even  find  some  which  reverberate  within  ourselves: 

"I'm  a  little  bit  lost.  Show  me  a  path  to  follow." 

"Help  me  walk  my  path — it  seems  so  lonely  all 
by  myself." 

"Put  an  arm  around  me  and  give  me  strength." 

"Help  me  to  make  better  choices.  I  have  trouble 
seeing  clearly." 

"I  look  and  sound  strong  in  the  Gospel.  Help 
me  with  the  yearnings  and  struggles  I  cannot  easily 
acknowledge." 

"Help  me  think  more  carefully." 

"Help  me  balance  my  life." 

Mingled  with  all  these  messages  are  three  that 
are  heard  frequently.  One  of  them  can  bring  both 
joy  and  fear  to  the  heart  of  the  teacher  because  it 
asks  him  to  give  of  himself: 

"I  see  something  beautiful  beckoning  to  me. 
Help  me  reach  out  for  it." 

The  second  message  always  strikes  a  note  of 
fear  because  it  is  often  a  brick  wall  hindering 
growth:  "I  know  the  answers — all  we  have  to  do  is 
follow  'The  Good  Book.'  "  Those  with  this  message 
forget  that  the  Pharisees  also  read  "The  Good 
Book!" 

Above  all  other  messages,  the  listening  teacher 
will  hear  this:  "Love  me,  and  help  me  to  love  my- 
self!" 

Each  message  the  teacher  may  hear  is  beautiful 
because  it  comes  from  the  heart.  For  that  reason  it 
is  quite  personal  and  asks  to  be  treated  with  re- 
spect. It  is  also  impatient.  A  teacher  may  hold  a 
group  by  entertaining  or  inspiring  them,  but  he 
won't  help  them  grow  unless  his  inspiration  leads 


*Dr.  J.  Joel  Moss  is  a  professor  of  child  development  and  fam- 
ily relationships  at  Brigham  Young  University,  where  he  received  a 
master's  degree  (1949).  He  earned  his  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  (1951).  Brother  Moss  served  in  the  Japanese  Mission 
in  Hawaii  (1941-44).  He  is  a  consultant  with  the  U.  S.  Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity,  working  on  Project  Headstart.  He  married 
Audra  Lucile  Call,  and  they  have  six  children.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ririe,  Idaho. 
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them  to  a  way  of  facing  up  to  their  own  challenges. 
Sometimes  I  think  that  the  type  of  people  who  come 
to  our  classes  are  a  reflection  of  the  kinds  of  mes- 
sages most  frequently  heard  and  answered  in  that 
class.  Those  who  stay  away  could  well  be  those 
whose  messages  too  often  are  overlooked. 

These  messages  should  not  be  too  unfamiliar  to 
us.  Husbands  and  wives  and  even  friends  frequently 
have  to  "read  between  the  lines*'  to  arrive  at  an 
understanding  of  their  companions.  Jesus  was  the 
Master  Teacher  because  He  could  understand  per- 
sonal messages  transmitted  and  found  ways  to  help 
individuals  meet  their  challenges,  while  keeping 
others  inspired  and  attentive.  As  a  result,  people 
trusted  Him  and  had  hope  that  their  messages  would 
soon  find  a  response. 

Building  such  a  trust  relationship  is  important 
for  a  teacher.  Some  individuals  are  a  little  disturbed 
to  learn  that  their  messages  are  recognized — almost 
as  though  their  lives  were  being  opened  up  for  in- 
spection. Yet,  they  are  eager  for  answers  and  will 
respond  to  a  teacher  they  trust.  Such  trust  seems 
to  develop  and  grow  from  the  feeling  that  the 
teacher  knows  his  subject  quite  well  and  exemplifies 
a  life  of  integrity  and  understanding. 

It  is  impossible  for  a  teacher  to  respond  to  all 
messages  at  one  time.  Choices  must  be  made.  My 
reasoning  suggests  that  it  is  well  to  be  on  the  look- 
out for  personal  messages  and  then  plan  lessons  which 
give  some  attention  to  them.  This  will  help  people 
grow  in  the  Gospel.    Since  a  teacher  is  human,  he 


has  weaknesses  and  will  make  mistakes.  A  class 
will  not  mind  this,  however,  if  he  can  admit  his 
weaknesses,  exhibit  genuine  interest  in  class  mem- 
bers and  his  subject,  and  give  evidence  that  he  is 
working  hard  to  increase  his  knowledge  and  under- 
standing. 

Many  who  attend  Sunday  School  are  overly  kind 
or  careful,  at  times,  in  not  letting  a  teacher  know 
openly  what  they  think.  They  are  quicker  to  make 
these  responses  to  a  neighbor  or  friend,  and  the 
teacher  has  to  pick  them  up  secondhand  or  through 
careful  observation  and  conversation.  At  least,  this 
seems  to  be  so  until  the  teacher  has  the  confidence 
of  class  members.  Once  this  is  achieved,  students 
are  more  ready  to  communicate —  particularly  the 
less  vocal  ones  whose  messages  need  to  be  heard 
and  considered.  Many  times  people  send  out  mes- 
sages they  are  not  aware  of  sending — until  an 
answer  helps  them  move  along  the  way  toward  a 
solution  of  the  problem. 

At  a  time  when  the  Church  is  emphasizing  per- 
sonal and  family  grofwth  through  the  home  teaching 
program,  it  would  seem  wise  for  teachers  to  take 
a  look  at  how  well  they  see,  hear,  and  handle  the 
personal  messages  coming  from  class  members.  Not 
all  teachers  can  recognize  or  immediately  handle 
these  messages.  But  all  classes  will  better  be  served 
as  teachers  become  more  alert  and  eager  to  respond 
to  such  messages,  not  in  anxiety  or  haste,  but  in 
personal  appreciation  of  each  individual  and  his 
particular  path  towards  progress. 


Library  File  Reference:  TEACHERS  AND  TEACHING. 


JUNIOR   SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN      (Concluded  from  page  441.) 


change  to  the  conventional  beat 
pattern. 

To  the  Organist: 

When  playing  "Hosanna"  as  a 
prelude,  it  is  important  that  the 
melody  be  heard  above  the  accom- 
paniment. Therefore,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  only  the  top  or  melody 
notes  of  the  right  hand  be  played, 
with  the  left-hand  notes  as  writ- 
ten in  the  bass  clef.  After  the 
hymn  has  been  learned  by  rote, 
unaccompanied,  it  may  be  played 
as  written  while  accompanying 
the  children  as  they  sing. 

The  organist  should  learn  the 
number  accurately  as  to  note  value 
and  try  to  memorize  as  much  of 
it    as    possible    so    that   she    can 


watch  and  follow  the  chorister  as 
the  hymn  is  directed. 

"Arietta"  by  Edvard  Grieg,  from 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  212,  is  the 
instrumental  number  for  January. 
The  organist  should  spend  time  in 
analyzing  the  music  before  at- 
tempting to  play  it.  The  music  is 
appropriate  as  a  prelude  or  post- 
lude  if  played  slower  than  indi- 
cated. Use  an  eighth  note  as  a 
one-count  note,  thereby  having 
four  counts  to  the  measure  instead 
of  two. 

A  good  way  to  learn  the  piece 
is  to  begin  by  playing  the  two 
inner  parts  only,  which  are  made 
up  of  sixteenth  notes.  Then  add 
the  top  (melody)  notes.  Finally, 
play  all  the  notes  of  the  piece  by 


adding  the  longer,  sustained  bass 
notes.  Observe  all  accidentals  in 
order  to  maintain  accuracy  of 
notes  from  the  beginning. 

It  is  important  that  the  phrase 
markings  of  slurs  and  ties  be  ob- 
served. They  are  carefully  marked 
throughout.  Also,  a  balance  be- 
tween parts  should  be  given  atten- 
tion. The  smooth,  legato  melody 
notes  should  be  heard  above  the 
others. 

Many  sections  are  repeated.  Ob- 
serving expression  marks  and  us- 
ing the  pedals  correctly  will  add 
greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  music. 
Refer  to  A  Guide  for  Choristers 
and  Organists  in  Junior  Sunday 
School  for  further  help. 

— Florence  S.  Allen. 
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The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  clahned  that  he 
translated  the  Book  of  Mormon  from  ancient 
inscriptions  written  on  plates  of  gold.  Recent 
discoveries  provide  substantial  evidence  that 
ancient  peoples  did  write  on  metal  plates, 
and  ive  present  .  .  . 

PROOF  FROM 


THE  GOLD 
OF  PYRGI 


by  Henry  A.  Smith* 

The  richest  "finds"  of  modem  archaeol- 
ogists are  dispeUing  the  world's  doubts  re- 
garding the  story  of  Joseph  Smith  and 
the  gold  plates. 

When   the  young  Mormon  prophet, 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  an- 
nounced that  a  holy  messenger,  an  angel 
of  the  Lord,  had  given  him.  custody 
of  ancient  records  engraved  on  paper-thin  plates  of 
gold,  his  story  was  immediately  labeled  a  myth,  a 
fanciful  tale. 

However,  in  recent  years  archaeologists  have  dis- 
covered scores  of  instances  where  ancient  records 
have  been  kept  on  plates  of  metal.  Some  are  gold, 
some  silver,  and  others  bronze,  copper,  brass,  and 
even  tin.  These  discoveries  are  continuing  to  be 
made,  and  with  each  new  discovery  the  "gold  plate" 
story  of  Joseph  Smith  becomes  a  more  intensely 
interesting  one. 

The  latest  such  discovery,  related  in  a  recent 
issue  of  Illustrated  London  News,  London,  England, 
was  the  finding  of  some  very  thin  gold  plates,  bear- 
ing ancient  inscriptions.  The  plates  were  almost  as 
thin  as  gold  leaf. 

The  discovery  was  made  at  the  site  of  the  ancient 
port  city  of  Pyrgi,  Italy,  about  thirty  miles  north 
of  Rome  on  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea.  Work  has  been 
underway  on  this  site  since  1956  under  direction  of 
archaeologists  of  the  University  of  Rome.  It  was  the 

(For  Course  6,  Lesson  of  December  11,  "Joseph  Smith— The  Great 
Latter-day  Prophet";  for  Course  8,  lesson  of  December  11,  "Israel 
and  Idol  Worshp";  for  Course  12,  lesson  of  November  27,  "The 
Conquest  of  Mexico";  for  Course  7,  lessons  of  January  15  and  22, 
"Joseph  Received  the  Plates  from  Moroni"  and  "Joseph  Smith  Reads 
the  Sacred  Record";  for  Course  11,  lesson  of  January  22,  "Origin  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon"  and  "Purpose  and  Missiori  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon";  for  Course  15,  lesson  of  January  15,  "Structure  and  Pur- 
pose of  the  Book  of  Mormon";   and  of  general  interest.) 
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report  of  Massimo  Pallottino,   director  of   the  ex- 
pedition, that  was  published  in  the  London  paper. 

Mr.  Pallottino  told  of  discovering  two  large 
Etruscan  temples  plus  many  items  of  painted  terra- 
cotta relief,  statues,  slabs  with  ,;vgeometric  motifs, 
pottery,  and  a  vast  number  of  siwer  coins. 

But  the  top  find  of  the  excavation  in  Pyrgi, 
which  dates  back  to  five  centures  before  Christ, 
was  three  rectangular  sheets  of  gold,  all  about  the 
same  size,  eight  inches  long  and  five  wide.  Along 
one  edge  of  each  sheet  were  three  holes,  with  the 
rivets  still  in  place.  This  indicates  the  plates  were 
designed  to  be  fastened  together  as  in  a  book. 

Each  of  the  three  sheets  bore  engraved  inscrip- 
tions. One  of  these  was  in  the  Phoenician  language 
and  the  other  two  in  ancient  Etruscan.  After  trans- 
lation, the  writings  proved  to  be  tributes  to  a  pagan 
goddess,  expressing  gratitude  for  her  protection. 

Mr.  Pallottino  was  quoted  as  dating  the  inscrip- 
tions "securely"  to  about  500  B.C. 


*Henry  A.  Smith  is  editor  of  the  Church  News.  He  has  served  as 
Pioneer  Stake  president  and  as  Central  Atlantic  States  Mission  presi- 
dent. He  is  a  member  of  Winder  Ward,  Winder  (Utah)  Stake,  and 
a  member  of  the  Priesthood  Missionary  Committee.  He  married 
Lovell   Wagner;    they   have   four    daughters. 
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The  excavation  in  Italy  is  the  sixty-third  such 
location  around  the  world  in  which  archaeologists 
have  located  metal  plates.  Most  of  these  plates  have 
contained  ancient  engravings. 

Discovery  of  these  metal  plates  with  ancient 
writings  voids  what  has  been  taught  for  years  in  the 
universities  of  the  world:  that  ancient  records  were 
kept  only  on  clay  tablets,  papyrus  and  sheepskin. 
No  longer  can  critics  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  refute 
the  fact  that  ancient  records  were  kept  on  metal 
plates  such  as  those  given  into  the  custody  of  Joseph 
Smith  by  the  Angel  Moroni. 

The  date  of  these  Italian  plates  is  also  inter- 
esting. The  date  of  500  B.C.  corresponds  quite 
closely  with  the  time  Lehi  left  Palestine  for  the 
continent  of  America  (600  B.C.).  It  also  closely 
corresponds  to  the  date  given  other  metal  sheets — 
the  plates  of  Darius — which  were  found  in  Persia. 
Archaeologists  have  dated  these  at  585  B.C.  These 
two  plates,  one  of  silver  and  one  of  gold,  were  also 
engraved  and  told  of  the  works  of  King  Darius.  It 
was  this  king  who  threw  Daniel  into  the  lions'  den. 

But  these  engraved  plates  of  metal  were  not 
the  only  finds  which  supported  Joseph  Smith's 
story.  One  of  the  most  interesting  things  abut  the 
plates  of  Darius  is  that  they  were  found  in  a  stone 
box.  The  description  of  this  box  coincides  remark- 
ably with  the  Prophet's  description  of  the  box  in 
which  he  found  the  gold  plates,  near  the  summit 
of  the  Hill  Cumorah  in  western  New  York  State, 
and  from  which  he  translated  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Professor  Hugh  Nibley,  in  An  Approach  to  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  writes  this  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon plates: 

We  learn  from  the  Book  of  Mormon  itself  that 
gold  plates  were  indeed  a  rarity,  and  that  the  rule 
was  to  keep  records  on  plates  of  copper  (ore)  or 
bronze  (brass),  and  that  the  practice  of  keeping 
records  on  metal  plates  was  of  great  antiquity  in 


Palestine,  and  by  no  means  an  invention  of  the  Ne- 
phites.  We  know  that  the  ancient  Hebrews,  like  the 
Egyptians,  wrote  on  leather,  and  from  the  Lachish 
seals,  discovered  in  1938,  for  the  first  time  'we  now 
know  for  certain  that  around  about  600  B.C.,  papy- 
rus was  being  commonly  used  as  writing  material  in 
Judah.'  A  private  letter  written  in  Hebrew  on  a 
copper  plate  has  turned  up  and  been  dated  to  the 
12th  century  B.C.  No  doubt  the  highly  literate  and 
educated  Lehi  had  all  sorts  of  writing  materials.' 

Professor  Nibley's  account  tells  of  many  exam- 
ples of  engravings  on  plates  that  have  been  uncov- 
ered, and  it  mentions  the  more  recent  discovery  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  as  another  evidence  in  this 
field.    He  said: 

In  1956  the  two  copper  rolls  from  the  Qumran 
Cave  on  the  Dead  Sea  were  unrolled  and  found  to 
contain,  like  the  Kalawan  copper  plate,  a  record  of 
the  depositing  of  relics. 

One  thing  we  must  not  overlook  in  a  discussion 
of  gold  plates  in  this  land  of  the  Americas  is  the 
abundance  of  this  metal  and  its  frequent  use  for 
things  of  a  sacred  nature,  the  metal  nearly  always 
being  linked  with  religious  worship.  A  recent  display 
of  pre-Columbian  art  in  "The  World  of  Ancient 
Gold"  exhibit  in  the  New  York  World's  Fair,  gave 
evidence  of  the  fabulous  wealth  in  gold  possessed 
by  the  ancient  Americans. 

This  fact  is  further  evidence  of  the  authenticity 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  tells  of  the  skill  of 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  land  and  of  their 
use  of  gold.  These  people  were  skilled  in  making 
gold  plates  for  decoration,  as  well  as  for  keeping 
records.  With  gold  so  plentiful  and  the  skill  in  its 
use  so  highly  developed,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  they  would  use  it  not  only  for  record  keeping 
but  for  the  writings  of  their  own  prophets  who  thus 
recorded  their  revelations  from  God. 


'Hugh   Nibley,   An  Approach   to   the   Book    of   Mormon;    Deseret 
Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1964;  page  18.  Quoted  by  per- 
mission of  the  publisher. 
Library  File  Reference:  PLATES,  METAL. 
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A  Mission  Mother  tells  the  great  blessing  of  having  wise  parents  and  of  using  to  full  advantage 


THE  WAITING  AND  LEARNING  YEARS 


by  Helen  Grant  Barton* 

Hers  was  a  thankless  job  as  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned. Mothers  are  supposed  to  mend  and  iron, 
bake  bread,  sew  pretty  dresses,  bandage  arms,  clean 
house,  and  be  pleasant,  aren't  they?  I  can  think  of 
very  few  mothers  who  did  not  do  these  things,  but 
my  mother  carried  her  duties  a  step  further.  She 
wanted  us  to  be  more  than  ordinary. 

I  was  reared  on  a  farm  where  chores  were  ex- 
pected, and  where  topping  onions  and  pitching  hay 
brought  us  security.  Mother  could  see  beyond  neces- 
sary labors.  Father  and  mother  wanted  their  five 
girls  and  two  boys  (and  another  boy  who  lived  with 
us  for  many  years)  to  love  the  Lord  by  living  His 
teachings  and  by  giving  of  themselves  through  word, 
deed,  and  music.  Ours  was  not  an  easy  life;  but  I 
thank  God  for  this,  because  I  found  happiness  in 
picking  over  beans  on  a  kitchen  table,  harmonizing 
in  song  as  dishes  were  washed  and  dried,  seeing  how 
shiny  and  clean  the  kitchen  floor  looked  after  a 
scrubbing  and  waxing,  and  striving  to  make  what- 
ever I  did  a  job  well  done. 

My  Hungarian  Violin 

Each  of  us  children  studied  some  piano  before 
we  took  lessons  on  another  instrument.  How  could 
my  mother  know  how  much  I  would  need  this  train- 
ing in  later  life?  One  day  my  father  and  mother 
laid  a  beautiful  Hungarian  violin   in  my  lap  and 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  December  4,  "Organization  of  the 
Church  Provides  Many  Opportunities";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  De- 
cember 11,  "Eternal  Life";  for  Course  24,  lessons  of  November  20  and 
27,  and  December  11,  "A  Good  Home  for  Youth,"  "The  Home  and 
Personality  Growth,"  and  "The  Prevention  of  Inactivity";  for  Course 
11,  lesson  of  January  15,  "The  Waiting  and  Learning  Period";  for 
Course  13,  lessons  of  January  8  and  15,  "First  Experiences"  and  "We 
Continue  the  Course";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  January  8,  "How 
Knowledge  Is  Gained";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  42 
and  44;  and  of  general  interest.) 


said,  "This  is  for  you."  I  worked  two  years  in  the 
fields  to  pay  for  it;  and  how  grateful  I  am  for  par- 
ents who  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  be- 
cause I  appreciated  my  instrument  that  much 
more!  Aunt  Susie  Grant  Mann  was  my  violin  teacher 
for  years;  then  Professor  Lawrence  Sardoni  carried 
on.  I  was  expected  to  practice  an  hour  each  day. 
Every  day  I  balked,  but  every  day,  after  much 
prodding  from  Mother,  I  practiced.  At  first  I  had 
to  practice  in  the  bathroom  (I  guess  the  squeaking 
was  a  little  too  much  for  the  family),  but  I  did  not 
mind,  because  I  experimented  with  the  beautiful 
tones  that  resounded  as  they  hit  the  water  tank  and 
bounced  back  at  me.  I  didn't  practice  the  scales 
as  much  as  I  should  have  done  because  I  loved  the 
beautiful  melodies  better;  but  because  I  neglected 
scales,  some  of  the  beautiful  melodies  I  now  want 
to  play  are  more  difficult  to  learn.  How  foolish  I 
was  not  to  take  full  advantage  of  those  waiting  and 
learning  years! 

Social  Graces  While  Braiding  Rugs 

Mother  has  always  been  reserved  and  every  inch  a 
lady.  She  was  not  just  a  preacher  to  her  family;  she 
was  also  a  doer  on  behalf  of  many  others.  She  was 
a  temple  worker  for  25  years;  she  served  in  the  MIA 
stake  presidency,  and  I  thought  she  had  the  most 
beautiful  voice  in  the  world.  Once  or  twice  she  let 
me  play  a  violin  obligato  to  accompany  her  when 
she  was  singing  at  Church  functions.    My  favorite 

*Helen  Grant  Barton  has  been  Auxiliary  Supervisor  in  the  South- 
west British  Mission  since  February  1,  1965.  Her  husband,  Ray  H. 
Barton,  Jr.,  is  mission  president.  Sister  Barton  was  born  in  West 
Bountiful,  Utah,  attended  LDS  Business  College  and  the  University 
of  Utah.  She  was  a  milliner  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  while 
her  husband  was  in  medical  school,  and  later  became  the  editor  of 
a  Utah  medical  auxiliary  paper.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Walter  E. 
and  Ellen  Smith  Grant. 


446 


THE    INSTRUCTOR 


song  was,  "I  Love  a  Little  Cottage  that  Keeps 
Building  Men  for  God." 

Mother  taught  my  sisters  and  me  all  the  social 
graces  as  we  braided  rugs  on  the  front  lawn.  Then 
she  read  books  to  us.  She  said  we  could  be  any- 
thing we  wanted  to  be  if  we  would  just  take  one 
day  at  a  time  and  plan  that  day  so  that  we  would 
be  a  little  better  than  we  were  yesterday. 

I  can't  remember  ever  coming  home  from  a  date 
and  not  finding  my  mother  waiting  up  for  me,  using 
the  time  to  do  fancy  work.  I  needed  counsel  and 
direction,  and  she  was  aware  of  this. 

I  was  shy,  and  my  father  taught  me  how  to 
speak.  I  think  I  would  rather  hear  him  present  a 
Sunday  School  lesson  than  anyone  else  I  know.  He 
taught  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  for  45  years,  and 
he  did  not  teach  dead  lessons.  He  brought  them 
up-to-date  and  showed  how  we  could  incorporate  the 
Bible  and  Book  of  Mormon  teachings  into  our  own 
lives. 

I  loved  to  give  21^4 -minute  talks  in  Sunday 
School  because  my  father  made  it  fun.  I  received  a 
book  every  year  for  a  perfect  record  of  attendance 
at  Sunday  School,  even  when  I  was  very  small.  My 
folks  went  to  Sunday  School,  and  they  expected  me 
to  go.  This  habit  has  carried  through  into  my  own 
family. 

The  Waiting  and  Learning  Period  of  Life 

I  was  Primary  organist,  and  I  enjoyed  pumping 
out  every  note  with  the  old-fashioned  foot  pedals. 
I  played  my  violin  in  a  httle  Sunday  School  string 
orchestra;  and  this  is  where  I  met  my  husband,  who 
also  plays  the  violin. 

Both  President  Barton  and  I  feel  keenly  that 
young  people  should  develop  their  talents  early  in 
the  waiting  and  learning  period  of  their  lives.  In 
our  own  family  it  has  been  real  fun  to  have  a 
string  orchestra.  Catherine,  Grant,  Ann,  Ray  HI, 
Bruce,  and  Helen  Gay  all  play  some  instrument.  We 


Art  hy  Dale  Kilhonrn. 

are  far  from  professional,  but  we  enjoy  playing  in 
Church  and  in  family  home  evenings.  Catherine  is 
our  dramatic  daughter,  and  Ann  is  our  song-bird. 
After  her  six  months'  tour  with  the  Brigham  Young 
University  group  in  Curtain-time  U.S.A.,  Ann  stayed 
on  with  us  in  the  Southwest  British  Mission  as  a 
missionary.  She  was  able  to  sing  with  our  Mormon 
Missionary  Chorale,  which  has  made  several  records. 
President  Barton  feels  that  music  and  sports  are 
tremendous  tools  in  helping  to  spread  the  Restored 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  here  in  Britain.  Our  300- 
voice  choir  of  English  Saints  has  recorded  twice — 
once  with  Stanley  Black's  orchestra  in  London. 

President  Barton  and  I  must  give  several  talks 
each  week  in  missionary  meetings,  branch  meetings, 
district  conferences,  home  evening  meetings  for  in- 
vestigators, and  in  civic  groups.  We  know  that  our 
21/^ -minute  talks  and  our  former  callings  in  the 
Church  have  helped  us  accomplish  this.  I  am  also 
indebted  to  my  experience  on  the  MIA  general  board 
for  preparing  me,  because  before  I  was  called  to 
the  board  I  was  still  very  ill  at  ease  in  front  of  an 
audience.  Then  one  day  I  said  to  myself,  "This  is 
a  very  selfish  attitude.  You  are  not  thinking  of 
the  needs  of  others."  When  I  started  to  think  about 
what  was  needed  at  a  particular  meeting,  I  found 
that  I  was  thinking  less  and  less  about  how  I  looked 
and  what  I  was  doing.  I  will  never  forget  my  first 
assignment  with  a  general  authority.  Elder  Alma 
Sonne,  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  whis- 
pered to  me,  "Now,  you'll  have  to  go  some  to  be  as 
good  as  your  mother."  He  was  right,  but  from 
Mother's  excellent  training,  perhaps  I  have  learned 
to  measure  up  part  way. 

Both  President  Barton  and  I  are  humbly  grate- 
ful for  parents  who  could  anticipate  our  needs  early 
in  life.  To  the  youth  of  the  Church  we  say,  "Use 
your  waiting  and  learning  years  to  full  advantage, 
for  you  are  the  leaders  of  tomorrow." 


Library  File  Reference :  YOUTH. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

1st  Quarter,  1967 


COURSE  OF 
$TUDY-1966 

Course  No.  1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 

Course  No.  1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 

Course  No.  .2: 

Growing   in 

the  Gospel 

Part  1 

Course  No.  4: 

Living  Our 

Religion, 

Part  i 

Course  No.  6: 
What  it  Means 

to  Be  a 
Latt«r>day  Saint 

Course  No.  8: 

Old  Testament 

Stories 

COURSE  OF 
STUDY-!  967 

Course  No.  1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 

Course  No.  la: 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise 

Course  No.  3: 

Growing  in 

the  Gospel 

Port  il 

Course  No.  5: 

Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  II 

Course  No.  7: 

History  of  the 

Church  for 

Children 

Court*  No.  9: 

Scripture  Lessons 

in  Leadership 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1967 

Nursery 
3 

Advanced  Nursery 
4 

Kindergarten 
5,  6 

Primary 
7.  8 

9,  10 

11,  12 

Date  of  Lesson 
JANUARY  1 

1  Am 

in  a  Family 

(1) 

Our  Fathers 

and  Mothers 

Heavenly  Father 

Wants  Us  To  Help 

(1)  (2) 

Presiding  Council 

in  the  Kingdom 

of  Heaven 

(1) 

Faith 
(1) 

Prophecies 

Are  Fulfilled 

(1) 

A  Leader 

Is  Humble 

(1) 

JANUARY  8 

Mother  Is  in  a 

Family 

Father  Is  in 

a  Family 

(2)  (3) 

God  Plans  a 
Beautiful  World 

(3) 

God,  the 

Eternal  Father 

(2) 

Faith,  "Thy 

Will  Be  Done" 

(2) 

Why  Joseph 

Smith  Prayed 

(2) 

A  Leader 

Is  Courageous 

(2) 

JANUARY  15 

Our  Baby  Is  in 

a  Family 

Brothers  and 

Sisters  Are  in 

the  Family 

(4)  (5) 

Heavenly  Father 

Created  All 

Children 

(4) 

Jesus  Christ,  a 

Member  of  the 

Presiding  Council 

(3) 

Faith 

"In  Things 

Not  Seen" 

(3) 

An  Anget  Was 

Joseph's  Teacher 

Joseph  Received 

the  Plates 

(3)  (4) 

A  Leader 

Is  Unselfish 

(3) 

JANUARY  22 

Grandparents  Are 

in  the  Family 

(6) 

God  Plans  for 

Doy  and  Night 

God  Made  Night 

(5)   (6) 

Holy  Ghost,  a 

Member  of  the 

Presiding  Council 

(4) 

Faith 

with  Work 

(4) 

Joseph  Smith 

Reads  the 

Sacred  Record 

(5) 

A  Leader 

Is  True  to 

His  Calling 

(4) 

JANUARY  29 

Jesus  Had 

a  Family 

(7) 

When  Jesus 

Was  Born 

When  Jesus 

Was  a   Boy 

(7)  (8) 

God's  Kingdom 

Began  with 

Adam 

(5) 

We  Are  Baptized 

by  One 

Having  Authority 

(5) 

The  Book  of 

Mormon  Teaches 

Baptism 

(6) 

A  Leader 

Loves  His 

Fellowmen 

(5) 

FEBRUARY  5 

Love  Is  in 

Our  Home 

(8) 

Jesus  Loved 

Little  Children 

God  Sent  His  Son 

(9)  (10) 

Adam  Held 

the  Priesthood 

(6) 

We  Are  Baptized 
by  Immersion 

(6) 

The  Church  of 

Jesus  Christ 

Is  Restored 

Missionaries 

Teach  the  Gospel 

(7)  (8) 

A  Leader 

Worships  God 

(8) 

FEBRUARY  12 

We  Work 

Together  in 

Our  Home 

(9) 

Heavenly  Father 

Planned  Families 

(11) 

Patriarchs  Led 

God's  Kingdom 

(7) 

He  That  Is 

Baptized 

Shall  Be  Saved 

(7) 

The  Prophet 

at  Kirtland 

and  Independence 

(9) 

A  Leader 

Accepts 

Responsibility 

(9) 

FEBRUARY  19 

We  Pray 

Together  in 

Our  Home 

(10) 

Our  Family 

Is  Happy 

(12) 

Prophets  Carried 

on  the  Work 

(9) 

Who  Is  the 

Holy  Ghost? 

(8) 

The  Saints 

Leave  Jackson 

County 

(10) 

A  Leader 

Is  Sincere 

(10) 

FEBRUARY  26 

We  Have  Fun 

in  Our  Home 

(11) 

Animals 
Have  Families 

(13) 

Nephi  Was 

a  Prophet 

(11) 

How  Does  the 

Holy  Ghost 

Help  Us? 

(9) 

Zion's  Camp 
(11) 

A  Leader 

Has  Courage 

To  Do  Right 

(11) 

MARCH  5 

We  Make 

Our  Home 

Beautiful 

(12) 

We  Are  Born 

To  Be  Loved 

We  Are  Born 

To  Love 

(14)   (15) 

Jesus  Christ 

Organized 

the  Church 

(13) 

Receive  the 

Holy  Ghost 

(10) 

Kirtland 

Temple 

(12) 

A  Leader 

Is  Humble 

(12) 

MARCH   12 

Jesus  Had  Joy 

in  His  Family 

(13) 

We  Come 

to  This  Earth 

(16) 

Jesus  Chose 

Tv/elve  Apostles 

(15) 

We  Have  Been 

Given  the 

Right  To  Choose 

(11) 

Exodus 

to  Missouri 

(13) 

A  Leader 

Is  Loyal 

(13) 

MARCH  19 

We  See  Many 
Lovely  Things 

(14) 

Those  Who  Have 

Returned  to 

Heavenly  Father 

(17) 

Jesus  Visited 

America 

(16) 

Repentance 

Is  Necessary 

(12) 

Sorrowful 

Days  in 

Missouri 

(14) 

A  Leader 

Is  Patient 

(14) 

MARCH  26 

(Easter) 

Heavenly  Father 
Gives  Us  the  Day 

Heavenly  Father 

Gives  Us  the  Night 

(15)  (16) 

Heavenly  Father 

Plans  Food  for  Us 

(18) 

Easter 

Is  a 

Sacred  Day 

(14) 

The  Resurrection 

(Easter  Lesson) 

(19) 

An  Illinois 
Homeland 

(15) 

A  Leader 

Is  a  Builder 

(15) 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 

Note  to  teachers  in  Northern  Hemisphere:  In  some  courses  lessons 
have  been  combined,  and  in  others,  lessons  have  been  omitted  so 
that  all  courses  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  August,  1967. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

Ist  Quarter,  1967 


Course  No.  10: 
The  Life 
of  Christ 

Course  No.  12: 
The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  in 
Ancient  Times 

Course  No.  14: 
The  Message 
of  the  Master 

Course  No.  18: 

Christ's  Ideals 

for  Living 

Course  No.  23: 

Teaching 

the 

Gospel 

Course  No.  24: 

Parent  and 

Youth 

Course  No.  26: 

Old  Testament 

Prophets 

Course  No.  28: 

The  Articles 

of  Faith* 

Course   No.   11: 

History  of  the 

Restored  Church 

Course  No.  13: 

Principles  of  the 

Restored  Church 

at  Work 

Course  No.  15: 

Life  in 
Ancient  America 

Course  No.  19: 

The  Articles 

of  Faith 

Course  No.  23: 

Teaching 

the 

Gospel 

Course  No.  25: 

Gospel  Living 

in  the  Home 

Course  No.  27: 

The  Gospel  in  the 

Service  of  Man 

Course  No.  29: 

A  Marvelous  Work 

and  a  Wonder 

19,  20,  21,  22 

Preserviee 
Teachers- 
Adults 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine 
Adults 

Gospel 

13,  14 

15,  16 

17,  18 

Essentials- 
Adults 

Class 

Organization 

Course  Preview 

Eternal 

Progression 

(1) 

From  Whom 

They  Descended 

(1) 

Religion 
(1) 

Teaching  Gospel 

Principles 

(14) 

The  Godhead's 

Love  for 

Mankind 

(8) 

Class 

Organization 

Course  Preview 

Position  of 

LDS  Church 

(1) 

In  Search 

of  Truth 

(1) 

First 

Experiences 

(2) 

Patterns  of 

Personality 

(2) 

The  Articles 

of  Faith 

(2) 

Organizing 

Lesson  Content 

(15) 

Love  Your 

Enemies 

(9) 

How  Knowledge 

Is  Gained 

(1) 

Visit  of  the 
Father  and  Son 

(2) 

Vision  of 
Joseph  Smith 
Waiting  and 

Learning 
(2)  (3) 

We  Continue 

the  Course 

(3) 

Structure  and 

Purpose  of 

Book  of  Mormon 

(3) 

The  Prophet 

Joseph  Smith 

(3) 

Using  a  Plan 
(16) 

Steps  in 

Eternity 

(10) 

Eternalism 

(2) 

Personality  of 
Father  and  Son 

(3) 

Book  of  Mormon 
{4)  (5) 

Looking 

Forward 

(4) 

Lehi  and 

His  Family 

in  Jerusalem 

(4) 

The 

Godhead 

(4) 

Extending  Lessons 

Beyond  Classroom 

(17) 

Make  Home 

Your  Heaven 

(11) 

The  Will 

of  Man 

(3) 

False  Doctrines; 
Universal 
Apostasy 

(4) 

Restoration  of 

the  Priesthood 

Organization  of 

the  Church 

(6)    (7) 

God,  Author 

of  Eternal 

Progression 

(6) 

In  the 
Valley  of  Lemuel 

(5) 

The 

Godhead 

(Continued) 

(5) 

Tests 

Aid  Learning 
(18) 

Make  Home 

Your  Heaven 

(Continued) 

(12) 

The  Great 
Law 
(4) 

A  Marvelous 

Work  and 

a  Wonder 

(5) 

How  Our 

Church  Spreads 

(8) 

God 
among  Men 

(7) 

In  the 

Valley  of  Lemuel 

(Continued) 

(6) 

Free  Agency 

(6) 

Knowing 

Class  Members 

(19) 

Family  Morals 
(13) 

God  and 
Man 

(5) 

Coming  of 

Book  of  Mormon 

(6) 

The  Church 

at  Kirtland 

The  Church 

at  Independence 

(9)   (10) 

Knowing  God 

(8) 

In  the 

Valley  of  Lemuel 

(Continued) 

(7) 

The  Fall  and 

The  Atonement 

(7) 

Classroom 

Atmosphere 

and  Control 

(20) 

Family 

Government 

(14) 

Man  Is  That 
He  Might 
Have  Joy 

(6) 

A  New  Witness 
for  Christ 

(7) 

Saints  in 
Northern  Missouri 
Saints  in  Illinois 

(11)  (12) 

Who  Jesus  Is 

Jesus, 
the  Redeemer 

(9)  (10) 

To  the 
Land  of  Promise 

(8) 

The  Atonement- 
Salvation 

(8) 

Teaching  To 

Develop  Love 

(21) 

Families 
Bring  Problems 

(15) 

Man's  Free 

Agency 

(7) 

God  Speaks 

to  His 

Children 

(8) 

Light  and 

Darkness 

Persecution 

Joseph  Smith 

(13)  (14)  (15) 

Priesthood 

(11) 

In  the 
Land  of  Promise 

(9) 

Faith 
(9) 

Cultivating 
Reverence 

(22) 

Attitudes  Inspire 

Behavior 

(16) 

Review 

Book  of  Mormon 

Fulfills 

Prophecies 

C9) 

Review 

(16) 

Faith 
(13)  (14)  (15) 

A  Great 

Patriarch 

(10) 

Faith  and  Works 
(10) 

The  Church's 
Plan  for  Teaching 

(23) 

Understand 

Your  Child's 

Behavior 

(17) 

The  Plan  of 
Salvation 

(8) 

Divinity  of 

Book  of  Mormon 

(10) 

Dark  Days 

of  Nauvoo 

(17) 

Repentance 
(16)  (17) 

Jacob 

(11) 

Repentance 
(11) 

Preparing  for 
Church  Teaching 

(24) 

Looking  for  the 

Teaching  Moments 

(18) 

The  Coming 

of  Man 

(9) 

Restoration  of 

Priesthood 

(11) 

Out  in  the 

Storm 

Camps  of  Israel 

(18)  (19) 

Baptism 

(18) 

Lehi  Instructed 

His  Son, 

Joseph 

(12) 

Baptism 
(12) 

Teachers  Must 

Become  Scholars 

(25) 

Learning  Processes 

That  Affect 

Behavior 

(19) 

The  Course  of 

the  Gospel 

on  Earth 

(10) 

Church  of 

Jesus  Christ 

(12) 

Review 

Resurrection 
(5) 

Nephi, 

a  Statesman 

(13) 

Review 

Your  Stewardship 

(26) 

Review 

Easter  Lesson 

Ordinance  of 

Baptism 

(13) 

Nximbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 

Note  to  teachers  in  Southern  Hemisphere:  These  same  courses  will  be  taught,  but 
teachers  will  need  to  use  all  lessons  as  outlined  for  1965,  dividing  some  lessons  or  adding 
enough  special  lessons  and  reviews  to  finish  the  course  by  the  end  of  February,  1968. 
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FOLLOW  ME 


by  Leland  H.  Monson 

To  the  rich  young  man  who  asked  Jesus  what 
he  must  do  to  be  saved,  the  Master  repHed:  ".  .  .  If 
thou  wilt  be  perfect,  go  and  sell  that  thou  hast,  and 
give  to  the  poor  .  .  .  and  come  and  follow  me." 
{Matthew  19:21.) 

Jesus  asked  this  young  man  for  complete  dedi- 
cation, the  kind  of  dedication  that  Paul  gave  to  the 
Gospel.  Paul  consecrated  his  whole  life  to  the  cause 
of  the  Master.  He  brushed  aside  personal  welfare, 
family  ties,  bodily  comforts,  material  possessions, 
and  even  social  prestige.  He  was  willing  to  undergo 
all  kinds  of  persecution  for  the  faith  he  had  in  the 
reahty  of  Christ's  resurrection; 

Of  the  Jews  five  times  received  I  forty  stripes 
save  one.  Thrice  was  I  beaten  with  rods,  once  was 
I  stoned,  thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck,  a  night  and  a 

(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  December  18,  "Looking  Toward  the 
Future  ;  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  December  18,  "The  Message  of 
the  Epistles";  for  Course  18,  lessons  of  November  6  and  December  4, 
Forgiveness"  and  "Sacrifice";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  December 
11,  Practical  Religion— Spirituality";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  37  and  45:  and  of  general  interest.) 


day  I  have  been  in  the  deep.   (II  Corinthians  11: 
24,  25.) 

This  is  what  '^follow  me"  meant  to  Paul,  for  Jesus 
had  said: 

.  .  .  //  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  me. 
(Luke  9:23.) 

Paul  and  others  who  have  shown  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  Jesus  have  been  helped  by  a  firm  con- 
viction that  "follow  me"  came  not  from  the  lips  of 
a  great  teacher  alone  but  from  the  lips  of  the  Son 
of  God.  To  them,  "follow  me"  was  a  divine  com- 
mand, and  self  must  be  left  behind. 

How  Do  We  Follow  Jesus? 

Since  Jesus  was  a  teacher  and  exemplar  of  right- 
eousness, to  follow  Him  means  to  be  a  teacher  of  His 
principles  and  an  exemplar  of  them.  The  one  cen- 
tral concept  in  Jesus'  teachings  is  the  principle  of 
love.  John  the  Beloved,  interpreting  Jesus'  concept 
of  love,  wrote: 

.  .  .  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in 
death.  Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer: 
and  ye  know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abid- 
ing in  him.  (I  John  3:14,  15.) 

To  the  scribe  who  asked  Jesus,  which  is  the 
first  commandment  of  all?  Jesus  answered: 

.  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength:  this  is  the  first 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like,  namely  this, 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  .  .  .  (Mark 
12:30,31.) 

A  little  reflection  makes  us  aware  that  if  we  truly 
love  our  neighbor,  we  will  be  just  as  interested  in 
seeing  that  his  children  are  not  brought  up  in  the 
slums  as  we  are  in  seeing  that  our  children  have  ade- 
quate housing.  If  we  truly  love  our  neighbor,  we  will 
be  just  as  interested  in  seeing  that  our  neighbor's 
children  are  developed  to  their  highest  intellectual 
and  moral  potential  as  we  are  in  seeing  that  our 
own  children  have  a  good  education. 

Jesus  carried  His  love  to  the  highest  possible 
point  when  He  required  that  we  forgive  those  who 
have  wronged  us,  that  we  love  our  enemies.  So 
strong  was  Jesus'  interest  in  our  learning  to  love 
our  enemies  that  He  gave  us  the  steps  to  follow  in 
achieving  it. 

.  .  .  Bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully 
use  you,  and  persecute  you.  (Matthew  5:44.) 

A  Practical  Test 

I  have  seen  these  steps  followed  and  have  wit- 
nessed the  glorious  result.    About  two  years  ago  a 
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young  lady  came  to  my  office.  She  was  angry  and 
frustrated.  She  told  me  that  a  woman  whom  she 
had  detested  for  several  years  had  been  made,  her 
supervisor.  I  could  see  that  my  visitor  had  a  tem- 
pest-tossed soul,  that  her  inner  life  was  a  civil  war. 

Perfectly  cognizant  that  she  needed  help  badly, 
I  asked:  "Did  you  come  to  me  for  comfort  or  for 
help?" 

She  replied  that  she  had  come  for  help.  Imme- 
diately, I  reached  back  of  my  desk  for  my  New 
Testament  and  read  Jesus'  words  to  her,  "Love 
your  enemies."  We  discussed  the  process  of  learn- 
ing to  love  our  enemies — (1)  bless  them,  (2)  do 
good  to  them,  (3)  pray  for  them — the  three  steps 
mentioned  by  Jesus. 

My  visitor  promised  me  that  she  would  kneel  be- 
side her  bed  every  evening  for  three  weeks  and  pray 
for  the  woman  with  whom  she  was  having  difficulty. 
She  also  agreed  to  spend  three  weeks  looking  for 
the  good  in  this  woman,  for  we  decided  that  no  one 
is  all  good  or  all  bad.  After  discovering  some  nice 
things  about  her  supervisor,  she  was  to  praise  the 
woman  for  these  qualities  and  also  talk  to  the  wom- 
an's friends  and  co-workers,  mentioning  the  splendid 
qualities  she  had  found. 

Finally,  she  agreed  to  buy  a  little  present  for  the 
woman  and  give  it  to  her. 

After  six  weeks  this  young  lady  returned  to  my 
office,  a  changed  person.  Her  countenance  shone; 
her  sparkling  eyes  spoke  volumes  as  she  talked  to  me 
about  her  experiment  with  Jesus'  teachings.  She 
said:  "It  works!  It  works!" 

Love  is  the  Basic  Principle 

Jesus'  love  led  Him  to  place  a  primacy  on  the 
spiritual  rather  than  the  material.  In  the  Beatitudes, 
where  He  defines  happiness,  there  is  no  mention  of 
material  possessions,  only  the  development  of  cer- 
tain individual  and  social  attitudes.  This  principle 
of  love,  then,  is  the  basic  principle  we  must  each 
pursue  if  we  are  to  follow  Jesus. 

Besides  learning  the  gospel  of  love  and  teaching 
it,  if  we  are  to  follow  Jesus,  we  must  become  exem- 
plars of  righteousness. 

In  the  temptation  episode  Jesus  demonstrated 
that  we  have  freedom  of  choice,  and  He  showed  us 
how  to  use  freedom  wisely.  Thrice  He  resisted  the 
temptations  of  Satan.  He  exemplified  loving  His 
enemies  when  on  the  cross.  He  prayed  for  them, 
"Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do."  {Luke  2S:S4.) 

Moreover,  he  gave  His  life  as  a  sacrifice  for  all, 
in  order  that  we  might  receive  forgiveness  of  our 
sins  and  be  pure  enough  to  enter  into  the  presence 
of  God.  Jesus,  indeed,  was  an  exemplar  of  right- 
eousness. Both  the  authenticity  of  His  teachings  and 


the  quality  of  His  character  make  Jesus  a  reliable 
guide,  an  individual  supremely  worth  following. 

Acceptance  of  Christ  Necessary  to  Moral  Discipline 

And  now  you  may  rightfully  ask,  how  can  I  find 
help  to  pattern  my  hfe  after  the  example  of  Jesus? 
The  pagans  learned,  to  their  sorrow,  that  a  code  of 
morals  is  not  sufficient  to  indude  people  to  live 
righteously.  Pagan  literature  is  filled  with  moral 
idealism  of  the  highest  order.  Yet  the  people  lived 
depraved  lives.  Since  their  morals  issued  from  the 
shallow  spring  of  man's  mind  and  hence  lacked  di- 
vine sanction,  the  motivation  was  not  powerful 
enough  to  enforce  good  morals  in  the  lives  of  the 
people.  To  build  morality  on  anything  but  a  deep 
and  abiding  faith  in  God  is  to  build  upon  the  sand! 

It  is  easy  for  a  person  to  accept  the  ethics  given 
by  Christ  without  accepting  the  idea  of  His  divine 
Sonship;  but  without  acknowledging  this  divinity, 
we  lack  the  power  to  discipHne  our  lives  with  the 
code.  Christianity  is  more  than  a  code  of  morals; 
it  is  a  power,  a  power  to  move  us  to  do  right,  a 
power  to  give  us  strength  to  follow  our  convictions. 

Perhaps  the  plain  language  of  The  New  English 
Bible  might  be  read  to  emphasize  Paul's  conclusion: 
"The  kingdom  of  God,"  said  Paul,  "is  not  a  matter 
of  talk  but  of  power."  {I  Corinthians  4:20.) 

Again,  (using  the  wording  of  The  New  English 
Bible)  he  said,  "Such  transcendent  power  does  not 
come  from  us  but  is  God's  alone."  (7/  Corinthians 
4:7.) 

Maybe  this  is  why  Paul  told  the  Romans  that 
they  were  ignoring  God's  way  of  righteousness  and 
had  set  up  their  own.  (See  Romans  10:3.)  In  our 
teaching  and  learning  are  we  sometimes  guilty  of 
setting  up  our  own  way  of  inducing  righteousness 
to  the  neglect  of  God's  way? 

The  Power  That  Makes  for  Righteousness 

Above  and  beyond  ourselves,  Jesus  taught,  there 
are  powers  that  make  for  righteousness.  Those  pow- 
ers are  the  Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
The  Spirit  of  Christ  is  an  essence,  a  substance, 
through  which  the  Godhead  can  communicate  with 
man.  Jesus  makes  it  perfectly  clear  that  there  is  a 
power  above  and  beyond  us  that  makes  for  right- 
eousness. John  the  Beloved  reports  Him  as  saying: 

Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  can- 
not bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine; 
no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  (John  15:4.) 

The  New  English  Bible  phrases  the  same  scripture: 

Dwell  in  me,  as  I  in  you.  No  branch  can  bear 
fruit  itself,  but  only  if  it  remains  united  with  the 
vine,  no  more  can  you  bear  fruit,  unless  you  remain 
united  with  me.  (John  15:4.) 

[Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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Jesus  says  very  clearly  in  this  quotation  that  the 
power  of  right  living  is  made  available  to  men  of 
faith  through  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  We  need  to  estab- 
lish an  in-Christ  relationship,  to  dwell  in  Him  and 
have  Him  dwell  in  us,  to  get  the  power  to  live  the 
sublime  principles  of  Christianity.  The  power  to 
activate  the  Christian  code  of  morals  resides,  in 
part,  beyond  ourselves  in  Christ.  It  is  possible  to  get 
a  divine  investiture  of  power  from  Him  to  help  us 
live  the  good  life,  just  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  get 
a  divine  investiture  of  power  to  heal  the  sick.  The 
Spirit  is  the  Saviour's  way  of  inducing  righteousness. 

The  Spirit  of   Power 

The  New  Testament  is  filled  with  instructions 
concerning  this  power  used  by  God  to  influence  the 
heart  and  soul  of  man.  Paul  defined  this  power, 
saying: 

For  God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear;  but 
of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind.  (II  Tim- 
othy 1:7.) 

Paul  fully  understood  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
aided  man  to  make  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  a 
part  of  his  life.  This  is  clear  from  his  instruction 
to  Titus: 

For  the  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  salvation 
hath  appeared  to  all  men,  Teaching  us  that,  denying 
ungodliness  and  world  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly,  in  this  present  world.  ( Titus 
2:11,  12.) 

Besides  this  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  have  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  third 
member  of  the  Godhead.  Concerning  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  Elder  James  E.  Talmage  wrote: 

.  .  .  The  special  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to 
erilighten  and  ennoble  the  mind,  to  purify  and  sanc- 
tify the  soul,  and  to  incite  to  good  works.  .  .  .^ 

iJames  E.  Talmage,  The  Articles  of  Faith,  page   167. 


More  subtle,  more  powerful,  and  more  mysterious 
than  the  physical  powers  of  electricity  and  atomic 
energy  which  we  are  now  harnessing  to  bring  light 
and  power  to  transform  our  physical  world,  are  the 
forces  at  God's  command  to  influence  the  mind,  the 
heart,  and  the  soul  of  man — to  bring  light  and  power 
to  him. 

Surely  in  the  light  of  these  physical  laws  and 
this  scriptural  evidence,  we  cannot  doubt  that 
through  faith  in  God,  we  can  get  the  strength  and 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  help  us  live  responsible  lives. 

The  Sure  Path  of  Faith 

But,  we  may  ask,  ''How  can  I  get  such  faith?" 
Fortunately,  we  have  the  answer.  To  develop  faith: 

1.  We  must  have  the  desire  to  believe. 

2.  We  must  have  the  willingness  to  pray. 

3.  We  must  have  the  capacity,  the  desire,  and 
the  will  to  read  the  scriptures. 

4.  We  must  have  sufficient  humility  to  experi- 
ment with  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  by 
trying  them  out  in  the  process  of  daily  hving. 

A  plan  of  experimental  faith,  experimental  for- 
giveness, experimental  humility,  experimental  prayer, 
and  experimental  love  is  recommended  by  Alma  as 
a  means  of  developing  faith.  (See  Alma  32.) 

Young  people  will  spend  hours  in  a  scientific  lab- 
oratory experimenting  to  find  truth.  I  challenge 
them  to  do  the  same  with  the  principles  of  the  Gos- 
pel. And  I  promise  them  that  they  will  leave  their 
experiments  with  a  testimony  of  the  divinity  of 
Jesus,  the  Giver  of  the  principles.  This  experimental 
method  is  effective  in  developing  faith. 

Jesus  said: 

"If  any  man  will  do  his  [God's]  will,  he  shall 
know  of  the  doctrine.  .  .  ."  (John  7:17.) 

Library  Pile  Reference :  GOSPEL  LIVING. 


EVENING    PRAYER 


Thank  Thee,  Lord,  for  this  good  day. 
And  all  its  lessons  learned; 

I  hope  in  all  my  work  and  play 
I  have  Thy  blessing  earned. 


Please  grant  me  sleep  and  peaceful  rest, 

That  I  may  wake  again 
To  do  each  day  my  humble  best, 

To  walk  like  Thee.  Amen. 

— Mabel  Jones  Gabbott. 


Library  File  Reference:  PRAYER. 
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The  Art  of  Compassion 

FEVERED  BOY  WITH  A  GIFT:      his  sickbed  became  a  happy  workshop. 


"You  know  how  close  we  were 
for  years.  Yet  it  puzzled  me  when 
we  never  heard  from  him  during 
the  serious  illness  in  our  home," 
I  said  to  my  wife. 

"He  must  have  wanted  to  ex- 
press concern  and  sympathy,"  she 
replied.  "But  he  is  basically  a  shy 
man  and  probably  hesitated  be- 
cause he  did  not  know  how." 

There  have  been  times  when  I 
have  wanted  to  do  something 
thoughtful  for  a  friend  in  need  but 
have  not  for  the  same  reason. 

The  art  of  compassion  is  a  noble 
gift.   And  it  can  be  acquired. 

I  keep  thinking  of  one  of  the 
best-loved  couples  in  our  commu- 
nity. He  is  a  thin,  graying,  quiet 
man  who  speaks  in  whispers.  She 
is  outgoing,  good  humored,  and 
blonde.  Scores  of  homes  with  sick- 
ness have  been  touched  by  their 
warm  dinner  trays,  pots  of  chili, 
boxes  of  apples  and  oranges,  and 
plates  of  homemade  cookies.   ^ 

But  perhaps  even  more  impor- 
tant is  the  way  that  couple  teach 
their  five  children  the  art  of  crea- 
tive thoughtfulness.  Two  of  their 
teenage  daughters  are  baby  sitters. 
Often  when  a  child  they  tend  is 
stricken  ill,  there  is  a  family  proj- 
ect in  expressing  kindness.  For 
example,  a  cardboard  box  may 
come  to  the  child's  home.  In  it 
will  be  seven  large  envelopes,  each 
labeled  for  opening  on  a  different 
day  of  the  week.  One  envelope  may 
contain  a  puzzle;  another,  cutouts. 


(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  December  18,  "We 
Show  Our  Love  When  We  Are  Kind";  for 
Course  6,  lesson  of  December  25,  "Christmas, 
A  Time  for  Loving  and  Giving";  for  Course 
24,  lesson  of  November  13,  "A  Good  Home 
for  Youth";  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  January 
15,  "We  Continue  the  Course";  for  Course 
19,  lesson  of  January  8,  "The  Articles  of 
Faith";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  January  8, 
"God's  Love  for  Mankind";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lessons  44  and  45;  and  of 
general    interest.) 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

A  third  envelope  might  have  a  re- 
cipe for  creating  homemade  model- 
ing clay,  with  flour  and  other 
ingredients  tucked  in  the  envelope. 
Macaroni  and  thread  for  fashioning 
beads  may  be  in  another  envelope 
— with  instructions  in  rhyme  writ- 
ten by  one  of  the  girls.  Thank-you 
notes  may  be  in  another  envelope, 
with  a  suggestion  that  on  this  day 
the  patient  may  wish  to  extend 
appreciation. 

The  couple  encourage  their  chil- 
dren to  make  it  a  practice  to  speak 
to  older  people  at  Church  who 
usually  get  little  attention.  The 
children  are  taught  how  to  help 
with  housework  in  a  home  where 
there  may  be  illness. 

Those  girls  should  be  happy 
women,  schooled  as  they  are  in 
creative,  helpful  compassion. 

A  prominent  attorney  in  our  city 
has  developed  an  unusual  skill  for 
writing  letters  that  lift  his  stricken 
friends.  About  a  year  ago  a  banker 
in  his  fifties  was  laid  low  with  a 
severe  stroke.  A  short  time  later  he 
received  a  message  from  the  attor- 
ney. It  described  a  friend,  William 
A.  Schnader,  attorney  general  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  letter  told  how, 
at  the  age  of  45  while  arguing  a 
case  before  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  Bill  Schnader  was 
stricken  with  a  massive  stroke, 
paralyzing  his  right  side.  "From 
that  day  to  this,  he  has  walked 
with  a  cane  but  has  been  the  most 
active  lawyer  in  my  acquaintance- 
ship," the  letter  continued.  "In 
1960  he  was  given  the  Gold  Me- 
dallion as  the  outstanding  lawyer 
in  the  United  States." 

It  has  been  a  year  now  since  my 
banker  friend  received  that  letter. 
He  is  now  back  in  the  bank  and 
serving  as  a  pillar  in  the  Church 


as  well  as  in  the  community. 
Study  Jesus  as  he  moved  among 
the  sick  and  you  discover  practical 
lessons  for  expressing  compassion. 
His  recorded  words  to  the  ill  are 
brief.  They  generally  are  cheerful 
and  often  suggest  action.  To  the 
man  by  the  pool  at  Bethesda  who 
had  been  infirm  for  38  years  He 
said:  "Rise,  take  up  thy  bed,  and 
walk."  {John  5:8.)  The  man  with 
a  withered  hand  in  the  synagogue 
heard  this:  "Stretch  forth  thine 
hand."  (Mark  3:5.)  To  the  ten 
lepers  He  cleansed  He  said:  "Go 
shew  yourselves  unto  the  priests." 
(Luke  17:14.)  The  man  with 
palsy  was  lifted  with  this  line: 
"Son,  be  of  good  cheer."  (Mat- 
thew 9:2.) 

In  our  city  a  tall,  auburn-haired 
woman  with  a  Scottish  lilt  in  her 
voice  cheered  a  9-year-old  boy  with 
an  invitation  for  action.  He  was  ill 
with  scarlet  fever;  Christmas  was 
approaching,  and  she  brought  to 
his  bedside  some  twenty  small  rein- 
deer of  Scottish  shortbread.  She 
also  brought  candy  beads  and  ght- 
ter.  Then  she  showed  the  fevered 
boy  how  to  decorate  the  reindeer. 
His  sickbed  became  a  happy  work- 
shop. 

In  these  days  of  institutional 
succor  and  scurrying  schedules, 
compassion  is  an  art  that  needs  to 
be  nourished,  not  neglected.  No 
art  brings  more  two-way  happiness. 
No  art  is  more  noble,  more  divine. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 
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